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1 '6, thus marks a naw era 

't:ii r inf^a the change in the year 

: oi\, * 

;;i . ’ll Walrus house. He has a 
o i hill that overlooks the 
» ^ i* is near the new Third 

IV 'iy,.ire virtually impassable by 
= ;i rr-uv soldier with postgraduate 
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lit iv/t ■ voTV) ai» fc.r as X am concerned > 
<'‘tcLnK ov:t there and that s to go 



s ’irip incidentally, both in the night 
hov. b. *‘n covtunate enough to find a 
■r M \i ; ihe case nviy be. I have 
I. ih^i . This last visit and 

Ji,: svibieci wa? to meet Admiral Ward, 

■isoi'v group Arid has his headquar t.ers in 
im told, there will be a distinguished 
ihvrc' %inci wi* will have lunch with him. 

, iislr LOi s, rhen this one obviously 
.M. o.n.nu. ... .^-. iLing ff to a grand old start 

Yestord.y, .n my absem-, ::h. M. ir.es cam« over to see If we could house 
.» company ol their troops, so chis would he .aoout 1^0 * 1160 , and they 
•w.sntcd us to build hard-ha. ked tents for them, feed them, take caie 
of them but they woulo .u.t rian our bunkers or stand watches tor us. 

They would, however, insu.tii some mortar sites. Well, when re u 
and hearc of this. I had tu r.ither bluntly turn them down. We need 
the security badly and we need particularly personnel to man the 
bunker.=! at night in order 10 free our corpsmen for their regular 
hospital work. 1 had hoped to get about 50 of them - of the Marines 
for this - hut. I can't house 120 and I certainly cannot risk setting 
up mortar sites in our area, particularly since we have just recently 
nut un, oh.mybe eight or ten large red crosses on wnlte background, 
on our buildings to identify ourselves. Well, my 

them, wounded t'nc Marines and they moved off in a huff. I think I 
now In the! process ol ulcerating my ulcer. 

We w<Tc anproached the htber day for sp.ice to put up two fire engines 
a-d ^ov ti-u- ]4 men that would man tiu-m. With our one road, incidentally, 
VO r.eu two fire engin.'--. ju.st like wc need more sand but I thought that 
ve C..U 1 .. us. the 14 lilt;, ta nan the iioses from our own fire hydrants, 

^ Lo.pooi ..nd cisewhere arou.id the hospital compound, 

s^wv t: ’ wv f--und sp..rt that was mutually satisfactory and I suggested 
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V n vf had the huts up. Well, 
q I It were to house the five 
;i, but later In the day 
. sL'r. ide ns a cite for the 

here is being literally 



, .t l^ore sent to Guam from ' 
Ti eyj ware due here a week ago. 
liatar than 28 of December. 
V7e have now sent out 
s. I have hoard that 
Lo/ly limited and it is 
wo vies but it may be’ that 



elon of medical supplies 
Lies, etc. We have sent 
show up before the week 



if* remote but it is not 
oLi'iOr half being used 
done or even before 
- Jn , wny wq will house the 
b*ds. Incidentally when we 
there without 
then, the 

/ w . . ; .siir-L^'y and the other will 
avnilablL' j or the entire clinical area 
• . jllcy, cir. There are no plumbing facilicie j 
'. n iIk* south side of the compound, so 
1 Iv. temporary field facility. We badly 
ruu.'sa, wi til them we are going to have to 
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Our|one free ward 
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t i«- plumbing problem. Possibly the next CB 
unit will put -■ n the plumbing and tlie epiarters for us. We are also 
badly in need of air conditioning for the operating room, at least 
the one surgical room, und tlie one ward. I think possibly also the 
incoming CL unit - the group that*s going to relieve KCB 9 - will do 
this. Wo are installin,; our hospital intercomm system right now. 

The nuniber o:’ phone ouili ts will bo limited. I believe it is ten in 
al: but we will have .lies, strategically placed around the compound - 
two wh.c-ro the quartets are, ano then elsewhere in admission and 
Ji\c <iur.hn. t'rutive are.»r» the lab, v;ards, and other critical areas. 

Our . Lion phone sy>stem is being set up by the Air Force, amazingly 

enougr. 



are going to put in three lines to the principal exchange 
. i.'i Last Da Nan.?, We axre-:dy liave set up a radio system 



r/ inave montioned this bolorel that connects us with 
Tits, Siici. the Marines 'ind the chopper pads and other 
V . ; c L L vi t i . s Oil i n uui a r o a . 




. It is cool, overcast 
-i' at night or early in 
= • .p 'ci oelow 60 on one occasion 
■ >-■ r T7UC here. 



■I 

i ■■> i. ^ . 



; A* t t-<%t V 



. )V 





l4-fiP " for the most part 

‘ '■-‘.^'■^rrow night or Thursday 

Ip ■ ‘ ‘ • '“‘JO ia our Neurosurgeon, 

^ ....III VC are actually able to 
‘ ■■'■' w‘;i<-'h time he will come 

• ■ •■'ive a couple of general 
j _ ■ '‘c.t se, for the next two 

wiih the rest of our 
' -‘■-i ’ -‘-cedingly anxious to 

=' . 4“«t .-et started if we are 

■ ■ ■ I ‘C.is thinking, I wonder 

• ■ fo; " ion business to accept 

■ I •' -in-i. about the hospital 

■ ' f ■ 1 v.lon‘t lit, and spickets 

• cij. 1 1 we r.iny just have to 

’* '• Just in order to 

' '-.oi a We.l, I'll discuss that 

Work . pew);? It here .possibly tomorrow. 
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Liis' iVr ' ^ Che hospital 

, t 'rt'orks from the Support Activity 

^ U r”"" ‘ ^ sonie fromMCB 9 went chroug’ 

tha b.,wo,„is t.w.w up p„u itu»a„<l deficiencies buc nothing 
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has moving 'along fine and Chuck Brodine 

scene i.,.il il,i„ i pl,,,Lo;«;C(.r is Just fine You ^ 

some a^nc s' 1!^“''. I'""' "HI come beck uUh 

hes one'oe „o“f tbL" 

Coctur Ad™.s l >,t todey yith D-Cot aeldron to so to Queng Trl to see 
, ^ / ' * / ^ ' tor AcUiins did about six weeks ago. ' 

. ,,'r. . \ ' iroir. the local USOM people 

, V" ■'■■ •’■ • " . 11 . .',t. ,0 .. .arencly had sowed a 

' 'o' f.-K ;n.:v y. Well, Bill Adams 

•“ “ •-'•a:- abon.; ar... explained that this 
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. . ; .-jllowed Doctor Garfield, who 

lo of r.:r;uh ^iJ^o because of GI bleeding, 
r Lz" ri ih to A'okosuka just a few 

^ u ro/n|^.is ou Doctor Garfield 
> . jh y I u;n back here. We have 

, f ■ tr ; ' ■ . . A chat he had been 

^^! ]>. ; c y f •’ 1 v'C‘n rent back here to 

;h (i... I.e.xv, is .:ew to the service and 

L. wii.il r.u ou but he seems to feel that 
re -1 . he is h .;py» to be back here. He is 
n .u '‘ciiu; . ud v;e arc happy to have him. 
u r v.v. ;.^idor, but if PQMR has no particular 
LO keep hi.m here. 
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Ci>u f ordiccs with Ai Wrl ^on aiui bill NulLinun Indrcate that the Mamies 
arc c,oiug to continue to Iv.ndiO all of their own patients and use us 
as an evaiwuatioo center. .>ow our doctors feel Chat this is going to 
relegate tliem to a rather inferior stcition in xife and in the society, 
so wc meet ag-iin tomorrow to discuss this and althDugh I am willing 
and happy to take over this job as an evacuation center and I really 
chink It belongs to the .u)spi tal, ny thought is that QIARLIE MED 
should call us v/hen thc.y have ])titlonts to cvac, Wc will find out 
what is tViC n<iture of the particular case and then we can tell them 
either .^end it directly over to us or send it down to the airstrip. 
Probably about that time ’..’c will be evacuating pauients too and ours 
then ;;i.i ;o over to the airstrip and thus avoid sending some poor 

r side .‘-nd then v;e have to send him back across the 
ated. Tills will .ceep us from becoming too expert 
n the :: angem.ent of dehiscencies , infected wounds, 

'c can uiiku oil oom-' of the load from CHARLIE MED so 
have o *. Imnce to l ullow their cases to completion. 
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»r.s. iti\ the x^est side of the 
. . aids gather out there 

-•. * until sunset, cheering 
' -4. poriodically during the 

.■ vfij lIicm; some Christmas 
f 'v.r. • Christians goodies, 

. i bat v/e are roally unable 
b. . cod to the hilt. Tlie 
■ uii ' are a. fine bunch of 
avjoi: aLounc. here figure that 

' J' tin;:. :‘od .md keep them happy 
a-;:co rn our ciy^u. * n y hnye . i or our entertainment, 
v.-s n series i. a.;> *r ; -.ss Ipcal names, at least English 
.y ail caxj ^ V ir or doD . or Joe, etc., and 

I ng . lu r.i ‘ ,oy i J 1 cm by those names. I 

^ ^ f . uL l:.r on our side of the 

n j*.bDo. 
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iiiiiguci;;^' like a native and 



> i. 11 •'. oui o* couipli c'.'.i c .id discussions 



wnevi^wo i.fad jj.iccou ovL-.v our heat,;;. After his week in Taipei he no 
doiiut \vill ci-.-ie back quite rli.snt in Japanese, and Mandarian, and 
probably Outer Mongolian, as far as I know. 

i-/c! hav',' raceivad a batter> of Christmas cards from all sorts of people 
m. qui.tc a ew tame in i.n one envelope ,'rom Transfer, Pennsylvania. 
be.il nov/ 1 a' i enelosiiig i ne from a boy in the ; i tli grade. He has 
a^sjieci.ii imsc. .;e for the virafe b>.-ard wliei'e 1„. i:ay3,"V/hen I grow up 
^ ' I say diis not Lo makt* you haepy but I made up 

iny ruaci io..g ago. I like ships and carrier's." That's the quotation, 
me iOst or 'nis letter v.ms etjualiy charrninfif and enter tm' ni no . Vr,i.T 
^ ....vv i;:; a.oncer.nnci ouIl-:' a battqiy'of others that have 

crii’.u n. • ••a.t.jntLon, I .,;unk a Lot :-i pec^ie have senf us cards 

n.i^es jusL bfcausc their embarrassment about 
’ 1 .:ie Ji .1 1 ^ e*tivt buru'’*''. lind .tai ugs or that sort. 
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. . lnr| I... . V. , the Food Service 
4 ^ »3 excellent. It has 
ir. the stove and it*s 

; ',ly Now today, for the 
. i:sL-c of the galley (and 
tl.e hospital) conked 
i. I* s* v-ms that somebody forgot 
w L ;t ariy this morning, but 
ii* '/CA u rolls, hominy grits, 

- \/iuc‘i. :s just about what 
s usim( 1 uhroe meals, incidentally 



and disciplinary problems, 

. v'iih-nts, speeding, leaving 
viv')-ation. We had one 
w.i:> . lulled by one of our ambulance 
wir iut perrr»is.sion, has been 
ill .“in^ Li'iVGstigated. Our 
. j. ‘r i.y recldecl he should 
. , 1 m liVi done this so well that 
i Lcntiously objecting 

v^c* get any breaks at all 
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• goin.:jto h.:ve to build a guest 
.V , . *Lhe moment we have, 

- 1.0 n particularly welcome 

, "cAi Aadercon similarly - he will 
• n 1>. .u.iiiag che dermatology Outpatient 
*iv bruvoi^iuv of Kentucky I believe, 
r ii k*r s .j.nd probably the RKPOSE boys will want 

ol taeir rcoi viad recreatioa with us. This, I Just 
pl'cked up, ir^ that Gencr,..! Croon will visit us between something like, 
quarter to six and quarter lo seven, Friday evening. 



Well, naybc I v;ill be able to grind up some .more later, but I think 
this will do for now and i would do well to stop and get off the air. 



1 hevo .. is t luarnod that after, and I think I mentioned this earlier 
in tiU i.t vitcr teliiii!.; the Marinos they couldn't put their mortar 
sit.M ;.p tr.. *y went w)V..*r L\» HCb 9 who :ltrid, ”yes , we will house 

you” s. L’.« '• ...vu picked tlurn up. Now MCb . who is in sympathy with 

pu.'pslbiy both of them are manning bunkers on our site, 
:.cc..jc pull their people out, ’.'Uich^hey will do, and, that 
a .r. I • ‘C: v/ill a. vu t. xo roj~gjfimen off the hospital line 

.I’.Lu the huriv r line. i . tr^iO that evei*ybody out 
I ^ ‘ iur . ;-i liicv u.c .Lybciag for men and they are 

, . rcmimoTi . ... .. u i ; iu-> little interservice 
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24 January 1966 

TEANSCRIPTION OF I3M MAGNABELT RECEIVED FROM CAPTAIN BRUCE CANAGA, MC, USN 
This is Friday, the 14th of January. 

It may not be a particularly remarkable or intelligent bit of philosophy 
but the fact is the inevitable is inevitable and man cannot long hold 
back the natural course of events, so on the ICth of January, Monday, 
at 0300 we opened our doors, thus bringing to an end the six months* 
sebatical we have been on. Of dur 120-bed ward we were able to use 
half or one 60-bed wing. Interestingly enough among the first outpatients 
- in fact the first - was a young man with a neisserian infection, so 
rather than honor him with the initial spot on the ledger, we moved 
him back in the line and elected to enter our first patien.t as one 
with a less stigmatizing and distasteful diagnosis. We admitted as 
inpatients, two inpatients the whole day; one was on medicine and 
\^s a very typical and characteristic lobar pneumonia; the other one 
was on surgery, with a perforated appendix.. Both are doing fine right 
now. 

Temporary air conditioning was installed in one of the surgical huts, 
in fact the only one we have up and usable at the moment. It is 
strictly a makeshift affair. They chopped a hole in the side of the 
hut, hooked the air conditioner unit up to it, and it just blows 
directly into the inside. There are no ducts so it just fans out 
once it gets inside the hut, but this is working at the moment. The 
sterilizer hut, the CS3, which is right between the two surgical huts, 
had a temperature up to 107 a couple of days ago and that was on a 
cool day. This is high on the priority for air conditioning. 

On our second day of operations we received a load of patients from 
CrLARLIE MED. They sent us, I think, about 14 patients and that may 
not sound like much, but it created a certain amount of confusion 
getting them squared away and established. The ward, incidentally, 
has one of the old, antique, completely unsatisfactory type of heads 
(I think I have described these in detail before), well, it wasn't 
long before the ward head and the other head which is built out in 
the clinical area, were both plugged up. Less than 24 hours and they 
were both plugged up I They had to then be eiiiptied manually and I 
can see and predict that, in the near future, we will have a regular 
"honey bucket brigade" hauling the contents a\^?ay. I think on this 
vein, however, that we will get one of the commode type heads in next 
week. This will be on the second ward, which is pretty far along now, 
and should be ready actually for occupancy before the end of the month. 
Occupancy, incidentally, will be by the staff, who are now spread out 
all over the compound and occupying half of the one ward we are using. 

Another inLeresting and unpredicted item was the matter of mosquito 
nets. Wu have plenty of mosquito nets but they are meant for cots. 

They are much too small for the bunks that we have. The upshot is 
that i tried one out for a while. Your feet and arms and legs slip 
out and the mosquitoes can then just bore right on in, so we have had 



to make special frames and then design and make special large mosquito 
nets. There are mosquitoes around here but PMU gets around to spray 
periodically. I don*t think there is any malaria in this area at all. 

After innumerable visits by the >larine5, who v/e thought were directed 
by the Commanding General of the III VAJ to give us security^ we 
finally struck out. They have come over in groups and individually 
to explain that they will plant mines around the perimeter; they will 
build fences; they will place ambushes up in the surrounding areas, 
but they will not tie themselves down to manning our bunkers. They 
have got to be free and ready to jump whenever necessary, and I think 
I can share their sentiments. So we have therefore accepted, from 
the Naval Support Activity, about fifty seamen, who are now being 
trained in the use of weapons and they are now standing the bunker 
watches at night, so we have been able to spring most of the corpsmen 
from security watches to their primary duties.. 

The thirty-five corpsmen, who left Okinawa and went to Guam, are slowly 
drifting in and it is anticipated that the last of that group will 
be here before the end of January. 

The hospital census has risen from two to forty-five since we have 
opene*.. and we are running out of space. We have picked up two severe 
intracranial problems, one encephalitis who is on the critical list, 
and an officer from Phu Bai who is a diabetic. Today we will initiate 
our first evacuation procedure for patients, sending them to Clark. 

Ted Anderson is busy running his dermatology clinic. Chuck Brodine 
has gone to Clark for a few days, is due back today, I believe. 

Charlie Moss flew to Taipei and returned after a week. Doctor Pitlyk 
incidentally, the Neurosurgeon, is commuting between the hospital and 
CHARLIE MED. People are keeping busy out here. 

I have a message for Code 35 in respect to a letter. The psychologist, 
Mr. Levine, and the psychiatrist. Doctor Smith, are both with the 
Third Division and to my mind have not even been over to the hospital 
site at any time. Where the impression came from that they are working 
over here I don*t know. We have sent patients from here to see both 
of them. My feeling is that we do not need the psychologist and the 
psychiatrist at this time, and we probably will not need them for the 
next four or five months until our NP unit has been built and is ready 
to function, and also since we are short on quarters, why we ajre not 
asking for any people that we don’t really seriously need, I believe 
I had passed on a message to Doctor Christy to the effect that we do 
not need a psychiatrist now but will this summer. 

Helicopters have landed a few times directly in front of the receiving 
ward. This is the most convenient area for them and for us but the 
dirt and the sand and the commotion that they blow up is colossal. 
Yesterday we spread several large tarps over the area to see if this 
"would lessen the problem. Well, a chopper came in this morning and 



actually it did. It cut down a tremendous amount of dust but it blocks 
off our ambulance entrance. V7e have got to get our road paved out here, 

I think, before we will ever completely lick the problem. 

On Monday morning Admiral Johnson, CINCPACFLT, will be here and it is 
our intention to get the Marine Band over, to ask General Walt and 
Captain Huff, who is the Skipper of the Naval Support Activity, plus 
several other local U. S. and Vietnamese cLgnataries to come in for 
a quick ribbon cutting ceremony. We are working on getting press 
coverage for this and maybe I can report more later, after it takes 
place. Incidentally, some trooper advised me that also on Monday 
there will be a character by the name of Charlton Heston, who is going 
to stop by and wants to visit in the afternoon. I was able to learn 
later that he is a movie star of the biblical epoch type and I gather, 
no* that I have passed the word around, there are a lot of people who 
know who he is so I think this is fine, and we can use this sort of 
type of visitor certainly. Bob Hope and the* other entertainers have, 
of course, bypassed us completely, in the past, since we were not in 
operation. I think now we will have no problem getting these entertaining 
VIP*s to visit us. 

The five Vietnamese girls we had working for us out here in the quarters, 
sweeping and shining shoes and doing the laundry and things of that 
^^^sort, have finally quit. I had, at one time, thought about firing them 
Vafter we opened up our own laundry, but Lt Binh,who?s our Vietnamese 
Liaison - unofficial liaison officer, asked me not to fire them because 
he had arranged for their employment in the beginning, and he felt 
that he would lose face if he had sent us somebody that was no good, 
so we elected not to fire them but instead we did put them to work in 
the laundry. Well, they went over and they looked at the laundry, and 
they said it was too hot, and too noisy, and the walked out. This is 
fine with me. We will pay them for their time and they are through. 

do not need them in the quarters area because we now have stewards. 
Well, at any rate, this indicated to me their poverty or financial 
plight is not as bad as I thought. For some weeks now they have been 
harping at us about how they have so many babies and no money and 
we should be paying them more. We have been helping them out as much 
as we could, but with their salary and Christmas gifts and also in 
this particular season of the year, there is sort of a personal three- 
day festivity program that is called Tet, and among other things, it 
is customary to give employees a bonus of one- twelfth of his income, 
so that if he has worked for a year, he gets a months* pay. Well, we 
have already paid these girls their Tet bonus and now with their salary 
they are walking out and I can't really feel too sorry for them. 

We have, incidentally , some 2100 and 2300 officers, who are now thinking 
about their futures, and they hope, of course, that BUMED is also 
similarly thinking about them. I know that Bill Adams, our Chief of 
Surgery, is particularly anxious to return to Camp Pendleton when he 
leaves here. I will probably be able to elaborate on others in more 
detail later. 



Last night the first unit of frozen blood v/as given to a patient here. 
It was more of an emergency, rather than an elective situation. We 
had not received our quota of ACB blood--about forty units which 
CHARLIE MED had ordered for us but wasn’t over here right at the time 
when we needed it, so the frozen blood was given. Chuck Brodine, no 
doubt when he gets back, will be able to amplify on this considerably, 
I am sure. 

We have had a few rounds of sniper fire during the daytime this week 
so that, right at the moment, the Karines are out just on the other 
side of the fence patrolling the area. There is considerable chopper 
activity and it is quite noisy so I will secure on that poipt and 
pick it up a little bit later. Over and Out. 



27 January 1966 
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TRANSCRIPTION OF IBM MAGNABELT RECEIVED FROM CAPTAIN BRUC? CANAGA, MC, USN 



This is Tuesday, the 18th of January. 



Monday, the 17th, was our formal opening date and it is true that we 
have been in business for about a week. However, it suddenly occurred 
a few days ago to some of the people across the river that with 
CINCPACFLT’s visit here why not use this as an occasion for a formal 
, opening. John Howard grabbed the ball and produced a superb program, 
a copy of which is appended, along with a page from the local calendar 
to show that there were many fine omens for this particular occasion. 

As you will see, the band was on hand. We had chairs out. A ribbon-- 
aij^ice bandage was prepared for cutting and by a choppers throwing 
. all over us, the guests arrived ten minutes early. The guest 

r 'list included many, but among those who arrived on the choppers were: 

Admiral Johnson, CINCPACFLT; Admiral Hyland, COMSEVENTHFLT; General Walt, 

. General English and General Carl. Other guests who arrived about the 
same time but by other means of transportation included: Doctor 

Wulfman and Doctor Arnold, Doctor Wilson, Doctor Escajeda, Doctor Bratton 
from MCB 8, and a Commander Funk, Dental Corps. By the time the ceremonies 
had gotten started, we had seated out in the audience members from the 
Red Cross, both male and female; some of the physicians from the USOM 
hospital in Da Nang, and some Vietnamese physicians. Of course, all 
CB battalions were represented as was the 30th Naval Construction Regiment. 
Among the unscheduled things that were in addition to the fact that 
we started ten minutes early was a presentation of the Silver Star metal 
to Commander Anderson, the Skipper of MCB 9, for his personal heroism 
during the October 28 skirmish. A quick tour of the hospital followed 
plus a visit to the messhall for cake cutting and. later interviews by 
the press. The special guests departed by chopper at about 11:30 to 
head for the other side of the river to catch a plane and take off for 
Chu Lai, where they would have lunch. Theirs has been a busy schedule. 

Once again, however, with the chopper take-off it threw sand all over 
the place and the rest of the day was marked by frequent chopper landings 
with a resultant distribution of Asian sand. I hope to have photographs 
of the ceremonies because there were hundreds of photographers, it seems 
to me, around clicking and if I can get some we will pass them on to you. 



If that wasn't enough for one day, we had a visit later in the afternoon 

by a movie star, Charlton Heston. He toured the wards, visited with the 

patients, talking with them, taking the names and addresses of their 
folks at home with a promise that he would write to them. His, incidentally, 
was a very interesting and a very pleasant visit. 

Points discussed by our visitors during their visit included, among other 
things, not only the horrible sand problem but also the heat. It is 

not too bad now but later there is no question but what we will boil. 
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We hope to get fans and improve ventilation for the mess galley. 

Air conditioning, of course, has the highest priority. I is the 
high priority item out her* . 

The laundry now is just » out out of busin‘^ss. I inspecteci the place 
with Captain Huff, CO o*. iie Support Acti\ "-y. It was tot- ily torn 
down during our visit. e machines are c olete. They cl. not work. 

We have four installed, th six more out iacent to the laundry 
ready to be installed. Our hope is that we can get one of the agents 
from the company that made these to come out to see if they are workable. 
If so, maybe he can get them fixed up and, if not, we will just scrap 
them--scrap the entire lot and start off again. As an interim measure, 
we will borrow a few small units from a nearby area and this will keep 
us going. The machines we have, incidentally, were packed up in 1952 
and although at that time they were unused, I would suspect that, even 
then, they were probably old. 

It is quite possible that we will be able to expand from 60 to 120 beds 
by the end of the week. This will be accomplished by putting some of 
our staff members, who are sleeping on one wing of the one ward, into 
the second ward which is just about ready. 

I am told by the Commanding Officer of the 30th Naval Construction 
Regiment that our priority is dropping quite low in order that they 
can put more of their effort into building and maintaining the harbor 
facilities. This is something in the order of a catastrophic situation 
as it means that we will experience more and more delays. Along this 
vein, yesterday one of the visiting Army officers told me that down 
south the Army had built a similar hospital of 400-beds on the sand. 
General Westmoreland ordered it torn down and a new site was selected 
away from sand and dust. A company of engineers put this new hospital 
up in two months time with air conditioning and concrete decks. 

Needless to say, I had little to offer as reasons for our situation. 

Tomorrow, the 19th, we will be visited by Senator Miller from Iowa. 

He arrives at about 8 o’clock in the morning and will spend about a 
half hour with us. Later in the day, after lunch, General Bohannon, 
Surgeon General of the Air Force, will arrive and also briefly visit 
the place. I hope, also tomorrow, that Captain Seidel of the Dental 
Corps will come out and stay with us. He is out on an inspection 
tour around here. Commander Duggan, the Senior Dental Officer, will 
escort him about. 

I had an opportunity to talk to Doctor VanPennan today. The Preventive 
Medicine Unit and the Disease Vector Control people will have to be 
moved to the hospital. This is an unfortunate situation as we are 
grossly short on space for them. It might well be that they will have 
to disband or move some of their activities to other areas, such as 
Chu Lai or Phu Bai. Presently, they are at the Naval Support Activity 
compound on our side of the river, just at the base of Monkey Mountain 
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at a spot known as Camp Tien Sha. They occupy quite a large area 
there and, with all their gear and staffed rats and bandicoots and 
shrews and ant eaters and the many snakes that they have, it may be 
necessary for them to abandon a Lot of these projects or to package 
what they have and mail it back in order to have enough space here. 

We have two quonsets; one for G18 and one for G19. Actually, each 
should have at* least two quonsets to Itself. 

I didn't think it would happen but at long last the Marines have 
moved aboard, or at least they are in the process of moving aboard 
now. Correspondence from the Commanding General to one of the regiments 
indicated that they would now man our bunkers. We will feed them. 

If the people that are going to man the bunkers are from an activity 
nearby, they will probably stay at their activity but come over here 
in the evenings and a few will, of course, come over during the day 
to man the bunkers and the gates. This will. spring about 45 of the 
seamen that belong to NSA and they can be put to work elsewhere. 
Actually, it has been quite quiet and peaceful here and there has 
been no fire onto our side of the compound in the past week. 

The hospital census, once we opened our doors and got into business, 
has averaged between 40 and 45 patients daily. We have had a few 
critical cases, most of whom have been intracranial wounds. One, 
at the moment, had severe injuries to his lower extremities and had 
to have considerable repair work done on the femoral artery. He is 
on the critical list. He has received 31 units of blood and plasma 
in a little bit less than 24 hours now and a good part of the b loo d, . 
as it turned out, was from the frozen blood supply. No problem 
whatsoever in this regard. We had one case of encephalitis who, 
though Jie was disoriented for two or three days just prior to being 
evacuated, showed signs of retropallium. A Vietnamese village chief 
was in one night last week for some orthopedic work on his wrist. 

We had received approval, just to bring him in quickly to do this 
and get him on his way, by authorities higher up on the chain. This 
morning a Vietnamese baby was brought in with a gunshot wound in the 
skull and I suspect that tomorrow the baby will be transferred across 
the river to the Da Nang hospital. 

Ted Anderson is out at the moment taking a shower but he is coming 
back in and he probably will want to get registered on the tape here 
also. I am reminded that the last time that the two of us compounded 
a tape together and mailed it in, we received a very interesting and 
enjoyable reply from Code 2 and also for Code 2, I am enclosing here 
a laundry list to show that anywhere in the world the same old problems 
crop up and once again I find I am mistaken for Doctor Canada. He will 
notice that on the laundry list. However, since I have paid the bills, 
why his record out here is clear. 



This is Ted. I too want to express my appreciation to Jiggs for 
taking such very good care of the girls. We certainly enjoyed the 
tape that we received about that very nice evening. Hap Arnold 
was at the ceremony yesterday and related some interesting information. 
It seems as though on Saturday he went to Phu Bai to witness a ceremony 
given by the Vietnamese in which Dave Wilcots (sp) was decorated with 
the First Ordet of Vietnamese Legion of Merit or Legion of Honor. 

We can’t quite understand which but it was the highest decoration 
ever given to an American so far in this war--rather to an American 
military man, according to Hap Arnold. We are all very proud and 
happy about this. He is a well deserving young man. A comment about 
Admiral Johnson cutting the ribbon to officially open the hospital. 

It is the first time that we ever saw a cut ribbon snap but, of course, 
this is symbolic of the snappy outfit that Bruce has here. I have 
just time enough to relate a small incident that happened yesterday. 
Bill Adams reported this one. It seems as though the head Red Cross 
gal in Da Nang was a heavy-set, in fact rotund, post-menopausal, good 
humored gal of about 55 or better toured the wards after the ceremony 
and as she made rounds she received a few whistles from the patients. 
She enjoyed it so much she lifted her skirt about the knee before 
one wounded patient and without a moments hesitation the patient said, 
**You got the right idea, lady, but you got the wrong war.” Broke 
everybody up including the gal. 



That is all from Vietnam. 
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TRANSCRIPTION OF IBM MAGNABELT RECEIVED FROM CAPTAIN BRUCE CANAGA, MC, USN 



This is Tuesday, the 25th of January, and a week has passed since the 
last meeting of our nembutized minds. Probably more time would have 
slipped by except that the activity last night warrants some comment. 

Leading up to last night has been a week of relative peace and quiet, 
and I think I mentioned before that we were approaching Tet, which is 
a national, annual, three-day, family, religious, personal period of 
rejoicing, paying off debts, breaking out new clothes, and just generally 
going about being nice to each other. So, for this Vietnamese occasion 
all U. S. military liberty was cancelled and that was for the 20th, 21st, 
and 22nd. Tet ended but the cancellation of liberty was held in force 
for fear that some sort of post- festivity flare up might occur - a sort 
of after the calm, the storm situation. Well, this turned out it is 
just what happened. About 1:30 this morning I awoke to the sound of 
mortar off in the distance and they are quite numerous. Out in the 
dark I found one of our marines checking the bunkers. He advised me 
that MCB 9, which is just north of us about a mile, was being attacked 
and this was apparent from the hospital site. Although it was somewhat 
overcast, we could still see clearly. We saw what was probably a few 
short rounds landing in our area but that only stirred up dust. MCB 9 
had a fair sized fire going on their compound. Well, our staff properly 
responded and in short order we were all down at the receiving wards 
and at the ward. We were geared to receive whatever casualties might 
come in. However, there was a marked absence of communications. We 
could not get in touch with MCB 9 on the radio so we though: probably 
our best bet would be to arm an ambulance and send it down. However, 
we were advised that the roads may well have been mined and there was 
to be no traffic on the highway, so we just waited then and, in due 
time, a chopper was seen to land over there at the CB camp and subsequently 
came over to our side with the MCB 9 doctor. Doctor Henry, who had his 
hand inside one of the marines chest and was massaging the heart. That 
fellow was dead on arrival. He had two other lesser casualties with him, 
and it was with considerable difficulty that we were finally able to 
get another chopper to land and take Doctor Henry back to his camp. 

Doctor Henry has been through two bombings of his camp and has demonstrated 
that he is cool, and calm, and competent. Just yesterday, he and I were 
talking about his residency application. MCB 9 leaves here in about a 
week for home and Doctor Henry will take leave to visit his home in 
Pennsylvania, and I suggested he drop down to the bureau and talk about 
his future. He has done a fine job out here. 

With the light of day and then looking into the matter I learned that 
the VC mortar markmanship apparently was at fault and, whereas maybe 
they would like to have had some of their mortars fall on MCB 9 property, 
they actiially had undershot and were primarily aiming for MAG 16, the 



helicopter area right across the street from the CB camp. They also 
did some firing south of us about a mile down toward Marble Mountain 
but they stepped off their mortar attack in the wrong direction, so 
missed the marine unit that was down there. Tliey simultaneously were 
mortaring areas in town and hit two Vietnamese dependents' quarters. 

Well, personnel damage was minimized. Tliere was some material damage 
but this was nothing like as remarkable as the October 28 raid. 

We continue now to move along. It appears that the corpsmen are at 
long last arriving from Guam, although it is a month late. They have 
had, apparently, quite severe transportation difficulties but, with 
their arrival we will be able to open up the second wing of our one ward 
and this will give us 120 beds. Tlie second ward is nearly completed 
and we have quite a collection of people actually living there now - 
maintenance personnel, the newly arrived fire fighters who brought two 
fire engines with them. We have one road but we have two fire engines 
parked on our compound. We have 50 marines who are our security force. 

Of course, they were out tending to their bunkers last night, and then 
we are keeping the cooks and the laundry personnel. This second ward, 
incidentally, is the ward that's right adjacent to the village fence. 

I checked out there last night, just after the mortar attack, and found 
that those people were all sleeping peacefully and apparently did not 
know there was anything going on, excluding the marines though, which 
I had mentioned were out on their stations.. 

I have some other maybe nonprofessional notes. They are of interest 
to me and they may be of interest to somebody. One has to do with the 
laundry. We are now removing all of the original washing machines and 
putting in smaller ones. They, for one thing, will work without burning 
the clothes. The drier, on the machines we have, burned the clothes. 

The washers merely rinse the clothes in cool water, so there is a need 
for a change. 

We still have just one well pumping and we are using up more water than 
we are pumping. I hope, and I have heard that possibly tomorrow or the 
next day, we will have the second well and maybe we will be able to 
catch up on our water usage. This will be a difficult problem If we 
get too many patients in here, and it will be a critical problem when 
the hot season hits us. 

The status of the air conditioning is still vague to me. At least, 
cement pads have been poured around the many buildings and the air- 
conditioning machines are now being placed on these pads. Later the 
generators will be strategically placed about the compound to furnish 
power and we hope ultimately to get the duct work assembled and installed, 
I can see that we are a month or two away on the completion of this 
project. 

Ted Anderson is awaiting arrival of his relief and we presume it will 
be sometime around the first of February. Chuck Brodine keeps busy 
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with the Blood Bank and is actively interested in the messages that 
are coming through now about the REPOSE Blood Bank having failed somehow 
or other, I gather the REPOSE will get in here around the middle of 
February, 

We still have just one surgical hut and we can get by with one 
anesthesiologist but within the next month or six weeks we should have 
a second hut up and it will be essential then that we have the second 
anesthesiologist if we are to operate at all. 

The Naval Support Activity has a lot of plans for improving the hospital 
and they are working actively at it, but the cost for upkeep and the 
attention that is going to be required will be substantial. If it 
looks like we are going to be involved out here for the next fifteen 
years, give or take a little, it would be well to reconsider the hospital 
structure, maybe moving to a less sandy site or replacing the wood decks 
with concrete and putting in cement walks, putting sod over the ground. 

We would need a large sewerage treatment plant. These are just some 
thoughts that crop up and probably have already occurred to those who 
are more knowledgeable in engineering and planning. 

Captain Seidel, Dental Corps, stayed with us for three or four days 
during his inspection of the dental facilities in this area. Since 
he is an old shipmate, it was a pleasure to have him on board. He 
managed to get about the many places required in spite of the fact 
that the weather was windy and rainy, but still he was able to get 
aboard the APL's and in spite of the fact that, with Tet, there was a 
minimum (sic) amount of traffic in town but he still managed to get 
about. He has since shoved off for Clark and subsequently to Taipei, 

I am enclosing a few miscellaneous bits of information to pass on. 

One is an intelligence report about people in the Da Nang area. I am 
also enclosing some pictures. The picture of the ferry that links the 
Da Nang river with activities across the river. It is interesting to 
me at least. Cars drive down the road and drive out onto this rubber 
pontoon ferry. Then the little boat on the right pulls it out and 
pushes it across the river and then edges it in so that they can drive 
off. When the bridge was out, we all rode this thing and it is an 
interesting trip. There is a close up shot of CINCPACFLT, Admiral 
Johnson, cutting the ribbon that opened up the hospital and there is 
an aerial view of our area. This is looking right down on top of the 
hospital. In the lower righthand corner are the quonsets that are 
living quarters and the large buildings in the middle are the galley, 
messhall, laundry, storage, and then a little further on toward the 
river are the huts that are receiving rooms, x-ray, laboratory, pharmacy, 
surgery, sterilizer, and the ward. Toward the river and right by a 
cleared out area, which is the village fence at out western perimeter, 
is the second ward. Across the street and over on the right is the 
MAG 16 helicopter pad with some choppers on it., and straight across 
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the picture to the left is a wooded area but that’s actually MCB 9, 
the spot that was mortared last night. The water on the right is the 
South China Sea and what looks like mountains in the backgrourri represents 
the peninsula Monkey Mountain area. I anticipate getting more pictures 
of the area and will forward them on to you as soon as they arrive. 

This may not appe'ar to be particularly glamorous especially to our 
city dwelling friends but this is our home, until we too can get sprung. 

I believe that just about finishes the tape so I will secure. Once 
again I would like to ask if you have more magnetic belts around 
drop them in the mail and send them on out to us. I think I have 
just one more remaining. 








15 February 1966 



__-:scRii' .,:o:v: of i3M-magi^belt ezceived from captain bruce canaga, mc, usn 

This chc v-venias of Saturday, the 5th -f February, and somehow the 
mcnth of January has gone and -t certainly has slipped by hurriedly. 

This uay be in part, I suppose, t. the fact that we have been in 
operation aLuost a month now and liappily employed rather than 

unliappily v/atciiing the clock and the calendar. 

People come and people go and one, among those who have left us and 
in so doing has left a large gap in our society, is Ted Anderson. 

He departed yesterday by chopper from the hospital to go to the air 
strip and then, as a member of the crew of a plane taking patients, 
he flew to Clark. If his plans worked out as he had planned them, 
he should now be in Japan and he will be back in the District of 
Columbia i:ichin a week, I think. Ted did a 'fine job for us out here. 

He saw pajiencs and plenty of patients. He visited about. He lectured 
at the medical school up in Hue, and he gathered a lot of valuable 
information v;l.ich he v;ill report to you when he arrives. Ted and I 
occupied the same quonset during his stay over on this side of the 
river. VJe ultimately admitted, into this select fraternity of ours, 
the Catholic Chaplain, who is still here. So, the chaplain and I 
w:.il guard the place until the next visitor arrives, and I suspect 
ciTiac that may be Captain Eisman, the Professor of Surgery from the 
University of Kentucky. He is due in some time this month. 

Yesterday, the 4th of February, General Krulak made his fourth visit 
CO this place since I have been aboard. He seemed to be well pleased 
primarily I ^uoss because *at long last we were in business, but he 
made a cryptic observation to the effect that human beings being what 
tney are they will not, if they can at al^ help it, go anywhere for 
their hospitalization except to the REPOSE, which as he said is clean, 
and neat, ai. - air conditioned, and has ladies to offer--the kind of 
living care and attention that no man - no corpsiaan - can offer a 
marine or a sailor. He was not really being critical of our place, 
it is tiwtC that our one ward is congested and it's filled with sand, 
and it*s hot and dusty, but it*s so much better than what our patients 
were living in before they became patients, so that they are happy and 
so are we and the chow is e:^cellent. It was some\diat ironical, but. 
every' patient he spoke to, and he spoke to many to ask them if they 
had been involved in the DOUBLE EAGLE operation, generally speaking 
their answer was *’No, I have hooto^^orm, " or *'I have a skin problem/’ 
or soraa such thing. We have actually received a lot of casualties 
but a good many of them have been evacuated and there are few remaining 
who have, say for example intracranial injuries and so they are not 
r^r^erly conversant. 

i ..orrow, Su‘_iiy, Admiral Hooper, who is CCKSERVPAC, and Admiral Weschler, 
. will bv. the new Kaval Support Activity Commanding Officer, will visit 



_ i_L^i for a few iscLa-tes. 

for Acvuiral WescIUu 
"iveci 5-^5^ he will c^v 

-,cc CO, however, C^ycalv. 



Then al- of us will depart for 

assi..ption of cotninand. He just 
er Japport Activity tomorrow* 
Hufr, wii:. become then the Chief of 



l.ngle ilav; in the oc\\-r day and wi-h Bill I‘/ulfman and his 
aa.i .isCaaajive officer, C^.mTV2.nder Gay, Lieutenant Commander Howard, 
ana Oo:.inancer full, gathered around to discuss matters that were 
perciuen .'o -..e ^roup of us. Iher^ \^s also at this meeting a 
L^.c;i; ucna.ru Cca.onel Ettinger, \;ho came up from Saigon. It was felt, 
at part'xw.diar meeting, chat the hospital should take over the 

patieric evacuat ■.'.on system once we get to the 240-bed capacity. It 
w_ll L'.en be our job to atucnd to regulating the flow of patients 
from C_.RLIE MED to che hospital, or from CHARLIE MED to the REPOSE, 
or rrom the hospital to the REPC3S, and also to regulate the flow 
of pacieacs rb:om the REPOSE either back to the hospital for air 
eviicuatioa home, or back to duty, subsequently. Paul’s time here 
was rather limited and I told him that if I could arrange it I would 
flv' ro Cubi Point, maybe in the next day or two, to finalize all of 
thi.. before the ship arrives. It is my unders tending that the REPOSE 
is some sort of trouble with its frozen blood reefers and this 

may cake a few days to resolve. Things are quiet out here at the 
hospital right now, so the thought of flying to Cubi sounds great to 
me. I may then come back aboard the REPOSE if I have time and, if 
r.ec, I’ lx f-.y on back. Chuck Brodine also intends to fly over to 
Subic and to ciscuss hematological matters x^/ith those aboard the 

A sign of our greatly imptoved security, now that the Marines are 
hare on the compound, is the fact that I have converted my bunker 
to a cnicken coop. I had asked one of the corpsmen if he knew where 
I coula ..yjit some chickens. Well, he took the matter up with a traveling 
missionai-; x^ho sold him 4 hens and a rooster and a xdLcker basket to 
cacry chem in. So, I nox>^ have them just outside the hut, in the 
pouring rain right at the moment, but they have apples, and oranges, 
and bread and lettuce to eat, plus some aged fruit cake that was 
sitting in one of the reefers. 1*11 let them raise a few chicks and 
then maybe x^ill go into the fresh egg and drumstick business later 
on sximmer. 

. may be a bit repetitious but, as I hear it, we shall soon have 

_,c of the barracks ships in the bay and I understand that each will 
hnvx a medical and dental officer assigned, plus corpsmen. I understand 
alco ckwt those people will stay x^ith the ship and they will not be 
avc.rlv.bie for use here in Da Nang or for local assignment in Chu Lai 
cr a'.. a ..^ll, such being the case, we will need to draw our 

p v:. ' are now aboard the ships, back so that x^e can man our 
c ,-mscallaneous activic.u-.> here, and they then x-7ill have to be 

:mp..v.cav. by ' ursonnel assigned by EPDOPAC. I am sure that you all 
vvi-- v.v;atc: of this and are probably way ahead of me but I thought 






census, incidcmcally , in the hospital today was 85; yesterday 
fu'. xi‘.e v.^rds, as ysa know, are designed as 120-bed units but 

ur-i larger than those b^ck in the iaid-40's and we do not have 
. ; ootuaily 115 bed.’, is prat a better figure, and in our 
.IV: . are o.rea, W’hich is .about a third of one ward, we have beds 
to the long a.:-;is of the building. This even further 
tho r.uiaber of beds that we can have. This arrangement is 

Ijeeause of the closeness of the bunks and the curvature (sic) 
and if you have fluids running in or you have a guerney 
tc t . iElhr a -paticat to the bed, it is not easily done with the beds 
2.Q J .ic: 1 configuration. Our sacond ward has water running again 

and, as. soon as I can get space to house our staff elsewhere, I will 
neve ouc and put in 120 more patients. 




T.’c- aavij a: wCn year old Vietnamese boy on the VTard with a depressed 
irocture. At least, that’s whac he came in with. One of the 
Cd ambul.^nces hit him the other night so he was brought in here, 
die has , now had the continuity of his calvarium re-established and 
will be going home tomorrow. 



laccllaneous matters, and high among them, are my thanks for 






^TS . They have arrived just in time. 






I sent : r. dispatch to the REPOSE asking them to loan us one of their 
ancsthcisiologisis for a v;eek while ours. Doctor Waldron, goes on his 
vjLt^zic:. zo Bangkok. Doct_c Waldron has worked long and hard hours 
aver -iiiue he arrived out here and it is not just here at the hospital, 
cue ae C.u'.RLIE MED, so I‘ have encouraged him to get away for a while. 

I sincere iy hope that our second anesthesiologist gets out here without 
a . 



, _• euiieing priorities are still numerous. Our air conditioning 
cj.igrar.; has not yet been instituted. We are still waiting for the 
c.cL work. We badly need a helipad and living quarters are urgently 
nci -td ouc hore . Well, all of this has been repeated repeatedly and 
i.ri*esst.d at the Support Activity meetings and any other opportunity 
tV.ac I cet., so I suspect that sooner or later we will see progress 
alon^’ Jiicoe channels. 




i chink i hav- just about covered what I have to talk about on this 
particular t<^pc. There is one other item, I believe. I don't think 
I have .r.a.'.-ioncd that we have our officer's club now in business. 

1“ is or. of our quonsets. We have a bar there. We are now members 
o.. ..a of.f..cial mess and we have a young Vietnamese lad, who is leaThing 
-come a bartender and he keeps the place clean, and he sleeps 
He has been given permission to eat here on the compound 
.. .ri..j; his spare time during the day, he goes through the huts 
joi . ..i ...loes and helps out any way he can. He is a good little 
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- spliaixs a rather liraited amount of English, things like yes' 

. r. , hut he is getting the message and he is popular with everybody 

■ . . 

X -uu:u; thau just about completes it, so I will secure and wish you 
a. j. a happy Valentine’s Day and George Washington's Birthday or 
Lincoln's birthday or both as the case might be. It is now over and 

O *-*. L • 
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I 24 February 1966 

.’iVl^^SCRIPTIOM of IBM MA'GNABELT RECEIVED FRGM CAPTAIN BRUCE CAKAGA, MC, USN 



Tills is the evening of :he 14th of February and tlint makes It Valent i ne* 
Day, so happy Vaiontine»‘s Day to you all. 

I 

‘[..'St week on the 8th, which was Tuesday, Chuck /Irodino and I luit the 
l:OS])ital about six in the morning and went over' to the Marine Section 
ci the terminal over in^^Da Nang and caught a fl:.ght to Subic Bay . This 
\;as about a 3-hour fligl^t. We got there a litt ’.e after ten. I guess and 
D.'.wscn Hills had a sedad down to meet us so we were picked up, went 
up and visited with him )for a short while in the hospital, and then 
v/unt on down to the NavaT Station to the BOQ. ^Jell, it was filled so 
we bundled up our gear and reported aboard the REPOSE , Paul Engle 
aocepti.d us and promptly put us in the empty SOC area. 




Tiu. k.lPOSE and the hospital on tlie IdilPOSE are both superb. We received 
Vc.ry special sort of VIP type of tour, and there is no qutvstion in 
r.'.y mind that that's the most elegant, clean, neat, pleasant hospital 
aLmos;;here I have seen ia a long time. Comparing the hospital on the 
KEFGSE with our setup is' something akin to the little girl v;ho was 
comparing herself to her mother when they were both taking a shov/er 
together and she remarkedi, "Gee, you're so fancy and I'm so plain." 

VJeil, I think that is a reasonable comparison between our two hospitals. 

Tiiey iiave utilized their staff much as we did ours. Some of tlielr 
people have been up working at Clark. One of tlioir anestliesioi^i..,’ ;is 
flcw over to Da Nang to cover for Doctor Waldron, our only anesthesiolv . . 
who finally was convinced that he should go on an R&R to Bangkok (at 
any I’ate he had been standing watches around the clock for several 
months and it vjas high time that he got a. break)! 

As you no doubt know, o ne of their reefers for the frozen blood uni t 
b roke dow n so I think they lost a good bit of blood because of that. 
However, the other reefer, was working and whatev<i:r blood they had 
in it was in fine shape. ^^Clark Field called and Sindicated they v;crc 
in bad need of bJood, I gposs primarily because ql* one patients who 
WMs hemolyzing his own co.''ills* quite rapidly and tl^ey couldn’t cross 
match it, so frozen bloodjv/as then thawed . and prc.oared and sent on 
up to Clark. This, according to Clark, did the trick and they now 
are very anxious to get reefer and a cy toglomer^ator themselves .J 

/ > 

I tallu d to a good m/iny the staff. Certainly ^^Joctor Wilson has 

his fijc’cr on the pu 1 :;e the problem and Is going to run a wonderful 

surgic.'.l service , I am su^re, Dave Christianson seems quite happy on 
the Medical Service and he and Chuck Brodine spen*: quite a bit of time 
together. As I gather it. the people on the REPOSE are particularly 
an:<ious i y,et out here, and they have been running into the same 
sort of problems we have vhere there are little delays and then there 




are delays on top of del^^ys but, if I have it correct no w, the REPOSE 
should have left Subic E^iv today and will be out here some time on 
h"c-dnesday. This is a 2-riay trip for the REPOSE / The crew being 
anxious to get out here because their tour, as ]> got it, doesn't 
start until they arrive :^6n station and they hav^ not yet arrived on 
station. t 

1 scheduled myself to I ' back to D/i Nang on Fr:^lay, the 11th, Tiio 
plane v>/as .sup]u)sed to lehvo about 5:30 in the afternoon. After spending 
a gooci part of the afterhoon waiting for the pli^^e,we X'jere told that 
it h.;d been cancelled and to check in again the '^next morning at 0700, 
which we did and sat arobnd again until about 2:?30, which makes it 
almost 7’i hours of waiting at the Cubi terminal ^for a flight out here. 
Hov/ever, once the plane >ot underway, why we cart^e direct to Da Nang 
and I was back in the hospital I think by 6:30 t(hat night. Chuck 
Brodine planned to come back on the REPOSE. ^ 

It is our plan, if the F.^.POSE anchors out here c'r certainly remains 
v.ifhin helicopter flyinj; distance, to use a good many of their services 
for outpatient work, and' after talking it over with Bill Wulfman and 
others, we think that wliat we might do is gather patients here for 
GI series or special consultations; urology, for example, since we do 
not have a urologist; eya, if they have an opthamologist , since we 
GO not have one yet; but at any rate we will make the appointments 
for the REPOSE here at the hospital in Da Nang, a chopper will fly 
them out, and a flight will go out again maybe two or three hours 
lacer and then two or three hours after that, and so on during the 
day, taking other outpatients out to the REPOSE and bringing back 
some that have finished choir consultation. Those that come back 
will be taken to the Marine portion of the terminal of the airport 
and deposited there, sinbe most of the population lives on that side 
of the river and there are transient quarters there for those who have 
to await flights to Phu iai or Chu Lai, and they will not then be 
stranded here at the hospital late at night with the roads barricaded 
and no place to sleep. 

My visit* to Subic I considered a high spot because that remains a 
beautiful place. The Station Hospital is spotless and beautifully 
arranged. Dawson Mills , ^ probably right at this'^time that I am 
dictating, is back in th(^i Bureau visiting and discussing plans for 
his becoming a Naval Hospital and discussing plsjns for any expansion 
that may go on in Subic.?. 

One evening Chuck Brodine and I with Paul Engle land Captain Martin, 
tlie Senior Dental Officer on the and dro-'v' do’.’n 

to Manila where we spcntu the night. We came back the next day. The 
cost of the trip down aril the trip back came to ; some thing like $3 a 
head. The hotel bill I guess was a little bit more than that but 
it gave those who had noc been to Manila before a chance to look around, 
to visit a couple of Spanish nightclubs, and juSt see the town. 



( 

f 




Back to earth, back Lp reality, back to Da Nang. Tlio problems here 
at the hospital I gueks are pretty much the same. We have a lot of 
number one priority jbbs to get accomplished. The Public Works of 
the Support Activity has given some thought to putting in additional 
wells, and these I th|.nk we will need and we certainly need the water 
pressure system rathe^ than just depending on gravity flow. As it 
stands now, the flow ^s so slow that the second ward, which we would 
like to move into, hai no hot water since the water runs through the 
hot water heater at s^tch a slow rate that it \;ouid burn out the heater. 
Tnis is one of our prOjblems. Yesterday we had several casualties 
that came in after lu:Wh and one of the bottlenecks was the X-Ray 
Department where it t^^hces time to take the pictures since we only 
have one X-Ray machin<^ working, and then to d^^velop them. When we 
get the other X-Ray machine working we will bf- even further behind, 
since the developing i^tself takes quite a bit^Jof time. We have talked 
this over a good bit ^mong ourselves and Dave(Ten Eyck came up with 
a thought that what we" really needed was an x4o-mat to process this 
for us automatically fad quickly and thus expedite the flow of patients. 

I think this is a real good thought and we arc working up a justification 




We have torn away a part of the wall around the messhall and this 
certainly has cooled the messhall off considerably. Ultimately we 
will probably get most of the messhall open. We will get it screened 
in in time, but it will be much cooler when the hot season comes. 

To augment this, however, we will move the sculleries outside of the 
messhall into the space between the messhall building and the galley. 
Tnis too will cool it off. We plan to put a batteral (sp) wall area 
around the generator pad, which is right by that first ward, to cut 
do\:n the noise. Most of the first ward now has sand bags from the 

deck level up to the lower portion of '^he wLndov*/s in the ward. This 

nov; gives pretty good protection for those patients who cannot get 
out of their bunks and get under their bunks. They and the staff too 
can just sort of duck do\TO below window level in case we get mortared. 
We will probably be doing this throughout the hospital. It is going 
to take a million sandbags to get that accomplished. 

The brain platoon we ha*/e on board-- the Marine^; who are manning our 
bunkers will be pulling* out of here sometime this week or next week 
so I have heard, but thi^y will be replaced by a‘; new group and I think 

that the Marines that w^* 11 be assigned here wilj be those that are 

coming in from out of tile field and who need a ;;est and the group 
then that are here will^go out to the field or khe bush and go back 
to war. i I 

> ^ 

A couple of days ago I got a nice letter from Smoky Stover at the 
Medical School indicatir^g that he had all sort of teaching aid devices 
that he would send us i.^ we asked for them. I l^.ave already written 
a letter to him asking for them. 

\ 
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I aliio received 
Lhat need to be 
shor Lly • 



i 

a nice Uetter from Herb Stoecklein with many paragraphs 
studied^. An answer will be forthcoming to him right 

i 

The Chief of tlie Dental Division may be interested to know that the 
Dental Unit opened up for business today and tlicy have a wonderful 
spot. It’s very nicely^painted . They have dona a good job of 
cumshawing material. T^jie place Just looks real good and they are to 
be congrti tula ted for all the work that our two ^dental officers and the 
dental technicians have' put into it. 

^ if 

Doctor Watten, from TaiJ)ei, is in the country. 

to him for just a few minutes yesterday afternqbn 
was interrupted by the al^ioppers that were bringing 
I believe today he had planned to go to Saigon ^i>r 
I ‘ ' ‘ ‘ ‘ 



had a chance to talk 
but our conversation 
in the casualties, 
somewhere else but 



am sure 1*11 see him heforo he goes back to Xhiwan, 



i\*o word just yet on when Doctoi* Eisrnan will be reporting In but we 
are prepared to house h;.m if he wants to stay o^ut here. 

i 

Cal Doudna was in from Hawaii and I was at Subic at the time of his 
visit here so I missed talking to him. He and 3ill Wulfman have 
taken off for Okinawa to discuss mutually interesting matters with 
Jesse Adams there. 



Car census is 95 again today and this feort of represents peak figure. 

1 think some Linic wr will give some thought to reclassifying those 
wards because iZO beds is much too crowded, particularly with patients 
coming in and out of surgery and with some coughing and others moaning. 
They are much too close together and I think the wards would be better 
as probably 110-bed wards. Bill Adams and I talked to the CB*s today 
about putting up another quonset, which we would use strictly as an 
intensive care unit and ^put the quonset up on 2^ to 3 foot concrete 
wall so that we could use some of this side space. 

‘ -I 

Well, there goes the bu^’^er and I think that is.yabout all I have to 
say, so I will secure and try it again next week. It*s now over and 

out. : 

( 
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1 March 1966 



1 RAXSCRIPTION OF IBM MAGNABELT RECEIVED FROM CAPTAIN BRUCE 
CANAGA, MC> USX 



Today is Thursday, the 24th of February, which according to 
ny calendar in 1895 was the day the Cuban revolt began. At 
any rate we have gotten past, in this year, Valentine's and 
a ccuplc of Emeritus Pre'sivlontial Birthdays without too much 
difficulty . 

I have received letters from Codes 1 and 2 about 'the visit of 
Captain Li^nan. he had presumed that he w'as in the country 
from the it'inerary that was sent us but we had heard nothing 
until last night about 6 o'clock when a phone call came in 
to the effect that lie had not arrived at 7. Later on during 
the evening, about 10 o'clock or 10:50, we got a call that 
he liau arrived, so with a couple of weapon-bearers why we 
drove over in a ambulance to the airstrip and picked him up 
and brought him back here, and finally after visiting and 
chatting we all secured about midnight or a little later. 

This morning everybody was up bright and early at 0600 and 
since then Captain Eisman has been with Bill Adams, the Chief 
of Surgery, making rounds, talking and visiting. We will 
certainly take care of him as best as v/e possibly can. Many 
around i.ere have heard of him and are particularly anxious 
to visit with him and talk to him and discuss their thoughts 
and -plans. 

Captain Lippencott -is here from COMSERVPAC and has been 
inspecting for 3 or 4 days. He was initially quite busy 
traveling to Phu Bai and Chu Lai and I think he tried to get 
to the REPOSE but was unsuccessful. Our unlimited list of 
crises has been presented to him to take back to Pearl Harbor 
for evaluation. 

Last night I received a letter from Admiral Welham, indicating 
that he would be out in this area from the 28th of tliis month 
to tlic 3rd of March. Just what days iie plans to get .up here 
is not clear to me and it may not have been worked out--his 
schedule as yet. At any rate, we have a dispatch out to Paul 
Engle on the REPOSE and infoing Captain Wulfman, and Captain 
Arnold, and Commander Wilson, to stand by that we plan to have 
a meeting as soon as we know definitely the date and the time. 

The hospital is i:i tlie throes of a face lifting right now. 

You may recall that, at the outset, we had lots of sort of 
scrub pine trees growing in the sand and this area was somewhat 
siiaded and pleasant. Well, some of the trees, of course, had 
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to go because of the buildings and the roads that were being 
developed but almost all (and there were several hundred) were 
cut down at night by the natives, who wanted the wood. They 
will not cut down their ov.'n trees hut they are only too happy 
and ready to filch those t;iat beTong to someone else. Well, 
our efforts to guard against thits; illegal tree cutting were 
just token efforts since it seemed unreasonable to shoot down 
*t!\e women and children for such a- minor matter. However, 
after our encounter with the VC last October we ourselves 
elected to cl'.op dow’n all the main trees in order to improve 
our visual coverage of the compound, so this then left us as 
nude as "September Morn." N’ow across the street and up the 
road a bit tliC civilians, U. S. construction companies, are 
building a new site for themselves and there are 8H0 palm 
trees their way. The Support Activity has gotten into the 
act and captured these trees and they are now being trans- 
planted on the hospital site, bell, this is a wonderful 
improvement and with some luck T think most of them will sur- 
vive. Last night, fortunately, we h-ad a little rain to water 
them, batcr is. something they [have badly needed. On the 
less glamorous cosmetic side of the hospital site is the 
tacking down of rows and row.s of burlap bags into the sand. 

On top of these bags then asphalt is being poured and this is 
designed to keep the sand down when the helicopters land, 
bell, it has helped to cut the dirt and the dust but the 
effect will be short lived as the sand ultimately will be 
blown over on top of tiie burlap bags, and the bags then \s'ill 
have served their purpose. A lot of thought, however, is 
'being given to putting turf or sod over the compound. I am 
told that this can be done cheaply; that it is even less 
expensive than the burlap bag program. V.'e may invest then 
in a pilot project of. this sort and if it w'orks , why I think 
we can get the whole 50 acres sodded. Of course, we are going 
tQ need some water to keep the weeds and grass, whatever it 
is, growing. 

The installation of the air conditioning moves slowly. It 
took better than two weeks I think to got the duct work in 
for the GSR area, bell, it has now just been completed; the 
air conditioner has been turned on and the building actually 
is somewhat cooler. This being a pilot project, v;e are 
anxious to see how it works; wiiether the ducts sweat inside 
the building; liow we insulate the duct work on the outside as 
it comes from t.hc air conditioner itself. Once we see how 
this works, why we will be able, with a little more confidence 
to proceed into other building.s. The Vietnamese are doing 
the duct work entirely. This is something that is quite new 
to them and t!iis is on-the-joi) training. They have started 
to prepare the duct for the second surgical hut - the one that 
was blown up and is not now in use. I think pnee they get 
that in and we get the partitions, and sinks, and lights, and 



things into that hut, we will test that. If the air condi- 
tioning works pretty good there, we will then move into that 
one, close up the other surgical hut, and get the air condi- 
tioning ducts going into it. Then, of course, we want to air 
condition the wards. After tliat we will work up a priority. 
Tl;at is our important areas because, if we arc going to be 
able .0 hold patients here, wc must have air conditioning. 

We will be, in a. month or two, into the hot season of the 
year and this is of paramount importance to us. The CB's 
know it; ’the 30th Construction Regiment knows it; NSA knows 
it . 

The REPOSE left Subic and came to Chu hai and is still off 
shore. We have not yet established contact other than by 
periodic visitors going and coming. Lieutenant Benedict, 
Medical Service Corps, came up from Saigon a few days ago 
to work out the details of patient transfers to and from the 
liospitals to the REPOSE from Charlie Mod or to the REPOSE, 
and to work out a joint patient evacuation system. Once we 
get t’nc hospitals up to where they have two wards we will 
assume the overall regulations of transfers and evacuations 
and sc forth. At present, however, Charlie Med has it as 
they have had since they came out here and organized them- 
selves last year. 



Dr. lUllharz, one of the REPOSE'S anesthesiologists, was 
with us for about two weeks and has now returned to the ship. 
!!e did a fine job for us and rendered a fine service. I 
think hiO enjoyed it, but I think he is also glad to get back 
to his own little bailiv;ick. 

I believe I mentioned on a previous tape that we hope to be 
.able to move our staff back and fortli between the REPOSE - 
giving the REPOSE people a chance to get ashore and giving 
our people a chance to get a little sea duty. 

It is v;ith deep regret tl^at I report the death of the last of 
my chickens; the dogs ate two; two died rather promptly; one 
lingered critically ill for several days and finally late 
yesterday he past on. I talked to Dr. Curtis, the dermatolo- 
gist out here, he said he thinks the chickens all died of 
Xow Castle disease. There not being any other authorities 
cut here, my feeling being that those tliat weren't eaten by 
the dogs just died of anorexia nervosa figuring they \<ere 
going to be eaten by the dogs. At any rate the bunker has 
now been cleared out and is once again serving its primary 
purpose- as a spot to jump into if wc need it. 

Dr. Brodine is down in Saigon this week with Ensign Bates. 

We expect them back later this week. Brodine and Dr. Ei^an 
had a chance to get together a couple nights ago apparently. 
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Our hospital census has ’had 108 and this is exceedingly high 
for us as the beds are jammed closely together and this taxes 
us quite a bit. We had one or two occasions of rather heavy 
admissions, a bit heavier than our transfers and discharges. 
Today, however, we have dropped back down to something just 
less than 100 - I think it is 97. When wc get back down to 
90 or below then we will call upon Charlie Med to transfer 
some of their patients to us. I don't believe I have mentioned 
that we have two visiting Chaplains living on board with us. 
now; one, Commander Gibbons, is the Catholic padre who belongs 
to the support activity. He will be the senior Chaplain in 
t'i\e area. I suspect he will move out when our regularly 
assigned Chaplain arrives. The other is a Lieutenant Com- 
mander Christian, a Protestant w]io belongs to the Marine Air 
Wing who, at the moment, happened to have an excess of 
theologians on board so they are farming a few out. Chaplain 
Chrisman will go up to Japan probably in a week or so. Our 
chapel is being worked on; the pews and the alters and the 
offices and things arc going up. It is a double wing concept - 
has a small front porch at one end that has a cross painted 
on top to indicate that tiiis is a church. 



XSA transferred a barber to us the other day. He had put up 
a shop and I noticed today as I was canvassing the compound 
that he has a monkey tied outside. He claims that the monkey 
was found this morning in one of the washing machines. I 
don't have it clear in my mind but I think maybe the monkey 
was brought in probably by somebody at the terminal end of 
his liberty. At any rate the monkey is chained and will 
remai'n Iiere in the event that there is somebody around that 
might have been bitten. We will keep a close eye on him. 

I an not particularly interested in having the compound 
cluttered up with primates unless, of course, they are formally 
employed by us. 

May I ask that a message be past to audio-visual. Out here 
we could use photographs of hospitals and hospital ships, 
old ones and new ones; we could use photographs of distin- 
guished persons of the old and the present medical corps; of 
CNO and SecNav, and possibly autographed photographs of 
BuMed's flag officers, medical and dental. Anything they 
can offer us, of course, will be used to dress the place up. 

My last item is that, and I think I probably omitted this 
before, the new commanding officer of the Naval Support 
Activity is Rear Admiral V.'eschler. He came in about two or 
three weeks ago and has done a wonderful job. We are really 
fortunate I think to have him on board. I will comment more 
on tiiis later as we progres 

I think this is it for the 



s along. 

hour; it is now over and out. 
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23 March 1966 



I'VroN of liiM MAGXABin/r RFcniviin from captain brucc 



CANA 



IkSX 



■ j.'i'c' it i Tuesday, tiie Idos of Marc’i, and another week has 
i’ollc! Prcba'oly by t!ie tine tiiis tape is completed maybe 

two v.'ovks wild have rolled by. 

t .'.as ir.arkod by Severn 1 events. One was the retnr.n 

0 1’ from his journeys cast out into the front 

1 i .\aotne r was the sudden d epartu re of the REPO^, com- 
yletcly ur.scltcdulcd as far as v;c know, to return to'lTubic 
r r foci and fuel. Anotiicr v/as tiiat our sewaj>e system has 
suddenly bocoiiic saturated and is now overflowing into the 
coontr;'si do . Anotlier item had to do with the fact that one 
of OUT two wells had co.'iipl ctoly dried up and finally (and 
ti.is sccr;s to be about wh.erc I came in) Captain Eiseman 
finally departed for assorted spots south of us and elsewhere 
.and sr;’,>sc'';r.c:n tl y to home. ' 



Nov; all of the above can 1/c ainplified a bit and I may do so 
’..itbout becoming too boring, I hope. Captain Eiseman's re- 
run'; here meant titat lie aad been actively participating in 
ail the ir.ajor battles in cur area from Piiu Bai to Chu Lai. 
lie did a lot of operating in the field and at the rosiuscita- 
tion s^tations, and he got out aboard the REPOSE.’ liis return 
to the^- .station liospitai was to give iiim time to assemble his 
t'vougl.ts and get them' rccord.ed. This he has done, and I 
believe ne .las mailed tlicn to the Bureau. 



A: elected to take the watch one night, and it just so happened 
on - t int particular night v;e were advised to stand by to re- 
ceive 5.0 to 100 casualties from a Special Forces station near- 
by w'llcii nail just beer, overrun by tiie VC. Well, from that 
' r : cul r: r Special .^crees station tlicro were a few survivors, 
and of tiiose, the survivors that were injured went to Charlie 
Med. So actually wc had a very quiet alert, but it was a 
good drill. In preparing for it, however, we called the 
ilEPOSn to sec if she could lend us some blood. C Mod had 
called hero earlier so she sent all the blood over to Charlie 
.'•led, and we felt then that we could if wc needed to draw upon 
Cluarllc .’led's supply. 
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indicated tb.at riglit- at tiiat moment sno vv’as 
cy to turn around and head back for Subic Bay for 
for fuel, and to resupply her stores. Our plans 
wore being made right at tb.at same time to try moving 
by ooat , should the REPOSE come into the bay and 
Tlierc ‘Was going to be a trial or a pilot run the next 
..’;s was cancelled. 



job and we v;ill lonj; l;c oratcful for lus visit 




of Tnif'Oi > a I.i eurcnant Commander Fresh, ‘a 
.rr:);. 1 die- oairit, was here for a feu' davs 

vO some rcseara:- "iltios, and T'm sure Code 7 

r faoiii li.i siiortlfi !'e 1 an occasion, however, to 

'.••ork or. two autepsies and r-rohlcns concornocl thero- 
rh ar_o under investigation. 



oner, and virtually everyone has been in for a 
.r is o,<cc i 1 cat , t'nc sini is hot. 
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call this v.-ock, Monday morning at 10:00, was a 
e brisk than tb.c precceding week. However, the clien- 
tei . cn-.vsists mostly of wc.r.en and children witli stomach trouble 
y vrvuic rm j , and cough. For ny money soap and vitamins are the 
key to t.'.r •'.eJ Cap operation. IVe have been giving out vita- 



ana t .cy take them I suspect just- ns wc prescribe them 
on- a o.c-a-day basis. be ' vc been giving out bars and bars 
oi .last what hayipens with this, however, is another 

t.u:w. hecauso 1 doubt if they have any intention whatsoever 
of u.siag the soap themselves. Tiicy don't draw water from their 
to .•.'as': ti'.cmsc 1 vos . That water is drawn for drinking 
cook;-,,;. It may be t;»at titc soap is just sold in town. 



■ today progress on the ducts for the air conditioning 
jfts movi:'.,; .ajon.g pretty well and I thought that vv’e should 
.ave at lonst one ward ready probably within the next two to 
td:roe weeks. The electrical wiring and the power is still 
.. i:i t i;i the future, hut liopcfully by mid-.-ipril we can count 
V.’!'. a cool form of comfort for the casualties and corpsmen. 

nv --.V '''j-eve: 



the situation ch.angcd a l>it. V.'ith the ousting 
several groups have formed in town to protest 



c^ay, , 

of •vopcr::! Tb. i 

r .‘.:id have threatened to discmliowel themselves or burn 
t .:c; isoiv-es puhlicly. .Tt nr.y rate tod.ay all civilian workers 
wenr on a strike. .\ow those of us iu'rc at the hospital 
d-Dptnd prc-r~v heavily civilian workers to haul the gar- 

;u-.d. :rai.h, to work in the laundry, to build the air 
co:u-l i t ion i r.g ducts, and a good many otiicr things. None of 
tl'-om skicwed up. This is a protest by innumerable people 
around hero against the firin.g of General Thi. V.’hat happens 
1 h.avo ;'.o idea. 1 tried to find 'Out in town what the outlook 
wa.s - was the strike goir.g to last just for the working hours 
toda.y or is tills an indefinite thing. I can't even get any- 
hc..V' to sav* t’lat it's indefinite. 



..ay I re.iiind tiiose wiio’dcal v.'ith bodies that wc need corpsmen 
.ar.v. ;-'.edic:il officers to man the three barracks ships - the 
t'lro’.- .'.Pf.'s 'ciiat we will liavc out F.ere' in the bay. Wo have 
Tv.'u new and one more is coming on down. Wc also need personnel 
TO ...... ‘.i..- dispensary in Ciuu Lai. I think these problems 

Pore, .. 0 1 1 y ;vettlod seme months ago or durin.g one of the 
oar. ' vi.',Lt..s that the medical officer, CO.MSnuV’I’AC , made out 
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■; ;! these t'.'.in;',s were nl ready settled and the 
u net co;iic rro:n the h.usnita’l census. But the 
i:v; near when we have to man these areas. The 
.here are uart icuTarl y concerned whether or not 
frozen out in ’’a \any, for an additional four 
t 1 tl'.oLr enllstrvenrs end. 1 hope that they go 
■.velve months out here. Not only just to get 
r r.- 4 iilies but to get back to the climate and 



t.i w.iicn they arc 
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.s i:., so v;irh nothing more I v/ill consign 
i: costal scrvico. hnt first may I put in a very 

I i :*otc to tliank all of those v;hosc thoughts 

f 

:■(.> s K 0 re 



and 



suc.a a Iielp and con.solation to my family 
. it's at times' 1 ike this that the caliber and 
• of our corps and t;i 0 sc who make it up stands out so 
ovc tao herd*. I'm grateful to everybody - many, many 
, . This is over and out. 
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TRANSCRIPTION OF IBM MAGNABELT RECEIVED FROM CAPTAIN BRUCE 
CA.NAGA, MC, USN 



This is Tuesday, the 22nd of larch; and according to my 
calendar, it is the anniversary of the bombing of Veracruz in 
]S47. It's about 0900 in. the morning actually. The mornings 
here are beautiful and the air is fresh and clear; and 
judging from the way it looks outside, why by three o'clock 
it will be a boiler, but if nothing else is true it is true 
that this place has nice evenings and the early mornings are 
elegant. 

This past week has been the week of mine and booby trap 
casualties. We've had quite a few patients. They have come 
in severely wounded, burned, and disabled. Our census has 
risen abruptly from around 120 to 125 to 145, so this leaves 
us few empty beds, and the crew is pretty seriously overtaxed. 
In particular, I might say, is Dr. Waldron our anesthesiolo- 
gist who's been working around the clock for what must to 
him seem like days and days and days. We have tried to 
locate Dr. Inglove who is reported to have left the HAVEN for 
Da Nang. BuPers was asked to expedite his arrival out here, 
but we've heard nothing from them. We sent off a dispatch 
to the REPOSE, which is now in the Phillipines, to see if 
they would loan us an anesthesiologist again. No word from 
them. We called Saigon to see if there is by chance a Navy 
anesthesiologist waiting around for some place to go but no 
luck. Right at the moment we're trying to get hold of the 
MACV's office to see if they can help us. This is a critical 
item in our business. Last night, for example, the entire 
srrgical staff was up all night long. Right at the moment 
t is morning, we are receiving another load. We were able 
to get an emergency evac flight out last night. I think we 
sent about eight out around midnight. It's my understanding 
that the medical battalion is similarly taxed with casualties 
from Phu Bai and Chu Lai so they're not able to help us 
anesthesio logically. 

We had a LtCol Sheehey, he's '.vith the Army, and he was up 
here with us for a few days. He left this morning about 
0430 to go on down to Na Trang and then subsequently back to 
Saigon from whence he had originally come. He is with the 
Army's Consultant in Internal Medicine and is a most personable 
and scholarly person. He made rounds with Dr. Ten Eyck and 
others and discussed and talked about current topics of 
■interest - gastrointestinal problems, hematological problems, 
and malaria. From listening to Col. Sheehey and finding out 
;.:.ow the Army runs things, I find that I get a bit envious 
or jjalous. For one thing, he said he had just ordered and 



received 20 electrocardiograph machines. He said he asked 
for the most expensive on the assumption that they were the 
best. IVe have recently had to borrow one daily from Charlie 
Med to follow a recent massive miocardial infarct that was 
admitted. The Army has built hospitals similar to ours in 
a question of weeks all with concrete decks; all the quonset 
huts with concrete decks, for example. They have their own 
chopper ambulance service. They seem to have a better 
organized s-ub than we, at the moment at least, I might add, 
however, that I have not heard anyone in the area suggest 
that he would like an interservice transfer. There are a 
good many that are looking for a transfer but not an 
interservice transfer. 

Our call, incidentally, in the last couple of minutes to 
Col. Neal in Saigon, the MACV surgeon has borne fruit, and 
he has promised to come up with an anesthesiologist shortly 
for a week. He'll call us back when he finds out where he 
is and when he will arrive up here. 

I have received the pictures of BuMed's one digit codes and 
the Chief of Naval Operations; they're all in perfect shape, 
and we all send our thanks to you for them. 

A couple of days ago, an Australian officer died here. He 
had been doing very well. He had been wounded and like two 
or three others, he just up and suddenly expired. We have 
performed a few post-mortem exams to see if there were any 
gross . reasons for the sudden death. No apparent reasons 
have been found, and I suspect that in time when our lab is 
better prepared that we may run into chemical, electrical, 
or metabolic problems and that possibly those are the causes 
of the demise of these patients. 

We had a rather tragic situation recently. Without a Bird 
machine we transferred a patient yesterday morning to Clark 
with an attendant to squeeze a rubber bag for his respira- 
tion. Our corpsman had been sitting at his bedside for 
about 10 hours manually breathing for him. We put him on a 
chopper, sent him over to the hospital plane to go to Clark 
but he died enroute unfortunately. We do badly need Bird 
machines. We ordered Bird machines late last year, I believe 
in September, but they have not yet arrived. 

Some of our problems are acute and some are chronic. The 
clironic ones fortunately have a certain aura of hope that 
m: ybc total recovery is not too far away. 

After many attempts to get our new well in, success finally 
came. It's not yet producing water, but it's felt that in 
time we can flush the sand out of the 80 to 90 feet of pipe 
and get the water running again. The one well we have is 
taxed, and last night we ran short of water for a while. 
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T ;0 se\ n,;e problem, on the oti r arnd, is not moving well. 

T loy have 1/10 of the number i » lir cs t/iat are needed in the 
s ‘rond beaching field. This has tahen them 5 days so if we 
; -.’Cr that arithmetically it \’ill take 50 days to get the 
• oic u.e.;ching field in. I hope that actually \'ie can get 
l)..;cter results, and maybe, in a v;eek or 10 days we will be 
back into business. 

• 

The chopper, pad has been relegatec^' to the background while 
the other items, the wells, and the sewers, are being given 
the higher priority. The chopper pad situation is interest- 
ing, incidentally, since last Saturday one of the real large 
helicopters came in to drop off a patient. This is one of 
the biggest choppers so far. It landed in our front yard, 
and the chaos that the blades stirred up ripped up a good 
part of our wooden walks and overhead roofs - threw all this 
mass of lumber up on top of the quonsets. Fortunately no- 
body was injured in the commotion. All of the debris was 
rapidly picked up and put aside, but yesterday a similarly 
sized chopper landed. This tirte we had everything pretty 
well battened down and no damage was done; however, it did 
spread dust all over the place. 

I may have been preaching a gcod bit of pessimism but I can 
say that there is some optimism on the side and one of the 
reasons for our optimistic outlook is that the signs of our 
pioneering life are rapidly fading away. We now have con- 
crete sidewalks, at least in front of the hospital and 
around the galley area, and mure will come. 

What may not be apparent in this communication is that right 
at the moment now it is evening about 12 hours later on the 
same day as the dictation on this tape started. The lesson 
I have learned today, I suspect, is that one should panic 
at frequent and regular intervals. Earlier in the tape I 
mentioned our anesthesiology crisis. At noon today I went 
over to Da Nang to have lunch with Admiral Weschler and 
Admiral Highland and others, and I learned there Dr. Inglove 
our anesthesiologist, had in fact arrived. When I returned 
back to the hospital site, I found this to be the case. 

Well Dr. Waldron is now sleeping, and he will be asked 'to 
return to work in a few days after he catches up on what he 
has lost. 

Tomorrow I may get a chance to get a quick flight down to 
Chu Lai. I have never been there, and I would like to see 
what sort of a place it is - where they plan to put our 
dispensary and where the Marines plan to put their hospital, 
things of that sort. The problem with Chu Lai is that it's 
not difficult to get transportation down, but it's difficult 
to get transportation back, and people have known to have 
been stranded down there for two or three days. Well this 
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I 'in trying to avoid. So my plan to beat the system is to 
identify nyself or attach myself to some high priority group 
tliat is going down there that has to get back. This, I hope, 
i have accomplished. 

We are deep in the spell of the moonless nights right now as 
lots of distant activity that we can hear. There are flares 
and periodically off in the distance one can hear machine 
gun fire, but around here it's quiet. Last night was noisy 
so we should have a little bit of rest or at least a day of 
rest today. 

I v\'culd be grateful if one \^?ould pass on to Capt. Miller that 
the book he loaned me and which I have now just received will 
be read and carefully guarded and returned to him. I'm 
really delighted to get this. One of our doctors right at 
the moment is reading THE STREET WITHOUT JOY and has promise^K^ 
that I may have it next. This book that Dr. Miller has 
loaned me is DOCTOR AT DIEN BIEN PFiU, and it's a fine story 
particularly related to our current operations; and I think 
the more vje learn and the more we read on this matter, the 
better off we'll be. 

For the dental division I might mention that we have LtCdr 
Blankenship, a reserve dental officer, on board for two weeks 
active duty. He was with the USOM or the USAID group down 
south of us; and when his tour down there was completed, 
why he reported up here for his two weeks of active duty, 
lie is, if I have it correctly, not only a dental officer and 
an oral surgeon, but he is also an MD. He fits exceedingly 
well into this cosmopolitan society. 

My final and closing remarks have to do with the enclosed 
photo which may be of interest to you. The quonset hut is 
one of our three admission rooms - receiving wards. The 
framework sitting on top of it is what had happened to the 
overhead walkway when the helicopter, the huge one that I 
mentioned earlier, came in and blew everything upside down; 
and I think I mentioned at least that all of this is pro- 
perly disassembled so that if another one came in, there 
would be no debris to fly around and hit others. 

Kell, the buzzer has rung; that's it for the present. It is 
now over and out. 
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t^’CANAGA, MC, USN 



IBM MAGNABHLT RECEIVED FROM CAPTAIN BRUCE 



Today is Monday, April 1st. The native population is not aw,iie 
of April Fool's Day, I suspect ; at least they don't recognize 
' it, but they '.re not; suffering. I think that they figure us 
. to be just peculiar for no specific reason hut that we have 
7 periodic acute exasperations. Actually, it may be that they 
have a similar day which is the 2nd of April, and I might go 
I into that in a little more detail if there is time toward the 
end of this belt. 



1 have heard and cor rcspoiuled with mv relief. Dr. -Schulfcldt. 
lie and 1 are shipmates from tlio i'h i 1 ] i pi nes , and actually 
we've been in correspondence since 1'7S9. bean is a particu- 
larly competent surgeon, a hard worker, and a clear thinker, 
and he'll see this place functioning with its 4(10 beds at a 
full speed status as it should be. 

Our construction situation is pretty much unchanged. The 
36“hour well digging project is now in its third week and 
still no luck. The second half of th.c first beaching field 
is about half done now, and 1 feel confident that it will be 
' loot completed by this time next week. The neuro-psychiatric 
w»-d is well along - I'd say 4f)» - and I asked them today to 
h J off partitioning one of the wings in order that we may 
house personnel in that until quarters are up. With the 
partitioning in we would be restricted in the number of people 
we could get into the wing. We can put up the partitions 
later. 

Bulldozing on the quarters area started today, and I think I 
had mentioned earlier on a previous tape we have new plans for 
distributing the quarters so that we can bypass the graves 
which are, at least which were, in tlic way of quarters. We 
can just bypass them and relocate our quarters elsewhere. 



Someone came up recently with a guess that CB's could put up 
one and a half quonsels a week. Well, since we need 18, this 
means 12 weeks and that then uses up April, May and June before 
we can move our staff out of the temporary quarters that they 
now occupy such as in the wards, laboratories, storerooms, 
and the morgue. In addition to putting in these 18 quonsets 
for quarters, we're going to need sewage lines, water lines, 
and electrical fixtures. The air-conditioning duct work is 
moving along nicely. A part of one surgical ward actually ha.s 
the air-conditioner pumping cold air into the area; and 
although this is just a trial, it appears to be quite effectiv •, 
and I think once wc get the whole program in effect the patients 
ar»» going to be happy particularly during the hot season - and 
i\ jCts hotter every day. 
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Fx Code 1 I received a copy of a letter that General Walt 
haa written to him. This was a very fine and nice letter to 
have received. General Walt is one of the most admired and 
respected officers I've known, and this place is much better 
off for his IxavinR been here - for hiS bcins here. 

I received a letter from Captain l.ipp<'ncott at ('OMv‘^F.RVPAC 
suggesting that wo here in Ha Nang keep in close contact with 
the people in Subic to let t'len. know wiiat some of the problems 
and pet peeves were in the construction of our magnificent 
health haven on the sand dunes. I will see that we do exchange 
views. This has been the experience, the construction of this 
place, and I would like to share it with Dawson and in due 

time I'll be happy to shed it to Dean. 

A note should be inserted in the record, I think, on liankok. 
Apparently all it takes liere I’or an R r, R is three months on 
station and tiic assurance that you liave $150 to foot the hotel 
bill. After that all it takes is about a 1 1/2 hour flight 
by military plane, and finally after that all it takes is 
every cent you have to stock up on valuable savings, but it is 
worth the time and effort. 

Unlike most cities in the tropics, tiiis is a, Rankok is a, busy 
energetic, and clean cit/. It is quite spread out and modern - 
>"odern buildings and hotels mixed in with the ancient temples. 

,cir big claim to fame is their jewelry, which is inexpensive. 

From an experience, on tlic otlier hand, they are quite expensive 

The chow is basical ly' oriental and the Thai dancing is quite 
exotic. As 1 mentioned, there arc temples all over the place 
and canals that travel throughout the city. The natives, I 
think, are among the world's most hospitable and cultured. 

There is a seamy side to town but I missed that. One of the 
remarkable things that the Thais do is to send their doctors 
to other countries for post graduate training. Some go to 
Germany, a good many, as you know, have gone to the States, 
and I think Canada is. on their mailing list. Great Britain is, 
and no doubt there ar-e otlicrs that I don't know. 

The Thai Navy Surgeon General S)icnt a year at Florence Hospital 
in St. Louis and he was there at the same, time as Capt. Ben 
Eiseman was when he was in resident surgery. The executive 
officer of the Naval Hospital at Bankok was on neurosurgery 
in San Diego when I was tliere as was my guide and leader 
during my stay in Bankok, Lt. Cdr. Dhim Kra Charng, who was 
on medicine. The executive officer's name, incidentally, was 
Nanagara. To me the Thailanders typify the classical oriental 
scholar and gentleman. At 4:30 in the morning the day I 
returned to Da Nang I had to get up and get over to the airport 
Well, at the airport at this unholy hour of the morning 
Dr. Dhim Kra Charng came to see me off. I thought that was a 
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V(. ' nice gesture. Another friend sent me a case of Siamese 

beer, which I think was also a very nice gesture. The Surgeon 
General gave me a cigarette lighter with the insignia of the 
Thai Naval Medical Corps on it. 

There is a lot of diplomatic activity in I'ankok , and I think 
if I were an attache cr an ambassador that's where I'd want 
to be assigned; unless, of course, it were required that one 
must have a reading and writing knowledge of tlic language. 

^ Their writing is completely incomprehensible to me, although, 

I did, by carefully studying the subject for the five days 
1 that I was there, learn to write the word Coca Cola. 

I continue to get rumblings and tliis may be of some interest 

to a few that there is a possibility that many of us will see 

duty in this area, th<‘ feeling being that witii the growth and 

: expansion of our effort in Southeast Asia, Thailand may come 

^ to occupy the scat of honor. 

1 ^’ We continue to be plagued with political problems. You may 
* have heard that Generc.l Thi iiad been fired by I’rime Minister 
Ky. General Thi comes from Da Nang - this is his area, so 
with his being fired, the strikers struck. lie was not, how- 
ever, repatriated so the strikers continued to strike but just 
changed their cause to one which would encourage the employment 
more civilian leaders in the government activities. Whether 
not this was accci>tcd I do not know, but I do know that the 
^ strikers have elected to continue striking, and this time the 
cause was to be one that would hasten the referendum or haste i 
amending their constitution. Well, Prime Minister Ky promisel 
]^' them that the voting would be pushed up so that everyone could 
vote on the amendments within the next six months. This 
^ having been accompl islied , the strikes were called off. 

f: 

V Now in the last few days there has been trouble in town between 

the U. S. and the civilians, maybe exchanges of blows and shots 

and automobile accidents and things, so that Tomorrow an over- 

■' all strike and demonsir ra r i on will occur and all of our military 

traffic will bo off tlie roads. Tliis is tiic first time tliat 
real stringent mcasur<js have been used, but we will completely 
take out all military personnel from tlie area. As a matter of 
j fact, those tliat work will go to work about 7 o'clock in the 
morning, and they will stay there until late in the evening 
when it is anticipated that the strike win be called off. 

Those who work at night will go home a^ least by 0700 and stay 
in whatever hotels, apartments, or BOQ's they may live in. 

" There will be no traffic in town. There arc people meeting 
tomorrow for R 5 R tc various spots around the Southeast Asia 
area. There are people going home. They will all have to be 
at the airport by 4:30 or 5:00 in the morning and then just 
wait until their planes leave. Regardless of what time the 
plane leaves, they're going to have to sit it out. Well, this 
should be an interesting show. Whether or not something or 
not will be hard to say. 
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M" suspicion is now that tliat just about covers what I have 
V report upon, so I’ll secure at this point. It's now over 
and out. 

Have a real fine mectSng, whicii I Rather starts toward the end 
of the month. 
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TRANSCRIPTION OF IBM MAGNABELT RECEIVED FR(M 
CANAGA, MC, USN 




This is Friday, April the 8th, Good Friday, and it nay ba that 
some of our confusion here is going to pass. It would appear. ^ 
to me that if the earth can rotate on its axis in one direction ■ 
and simultaneously revolve along its orbit in another direction, ?' 
then I suspect it's perfectly reasonable for those of us who 
inhabit the earth to fight an external war while simultaneously • 
fighting an internal war, both of which are mutually annihila- 
ting. It may well be that we do not know what we're doing 
but certainly it's not boring. 



Towards the tail end of last week it was apparent that there 
would be more demonstrations in town and that the local popu* 
lation would do whatever it could to discredit the Americans.' 
Now they were not doing this, so I am told, because they are 
madder than usual at us but because our discreditation would . 
bring discredit to the Saigon government. By discrediting their 
own government, they felt they might get early elections for 
one thing and also an ousting of the military leaders who are ^ 
in the government - ousting the military personnel in favor of 
civilians. The people in this the first corps area are quite 
fond of the recently deposed General Thi. Since he is now a 
civilian having been removed from the array, it seems reasonable . 
to look to him as the example, as at least one of the examples, 
of civilians in public office. He may then reappear here in 
Da Nang as some important civilian authority, or he may even 
step into the Prime Minister's seat in Saigon. It's possible ' ' 
that we discussed this in my last tape. ’ 












Just a week ago, last Friday, we had a hurriedly called meeting^ 
in town with Admiral Weschler, the Commander of the Naval 
Support Activity. He advised us on the proposed strikes and 
demonstrations to be held in town. All traffic,‘.all military v - 
traffic, was to be off the streets for a day or so and that 
seemed to be the way it would be, at least at that time. WenJ>i 



it's now gone on for a week. 






Early this week we picked up three female casualties. 'Two 
were sisters who had been wounded and the third was their 
mother, and she was accompanying them and this apparently is 
quite customary for somebody to accompany patients to the 
hospital and live with them in the hospital. One.rof the 
wounded females died of intercranial injuries; but the next ' 
day two more women came in, one of whom had received a wound 
of a leg and the other who was an escort with her. We called 
into Da Nang and received permission then to send all the 
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females over to the native hospital. However, our «- 

that took them over was stopped just having crossed the other 
side of the bridge into the Da Nang side of the river by s 
barracade of people who had, among their other forms of armor, 
a 50 caliber machine gun, so then they returned with their 
load to us. I called Admiral Weschler and suggested that 1 
ride back with this collection of women; and if we were stopped 
again, just to deposit the patients, the escorts and the one 
body that we .had right in the street where the barracade was. 

He suggested as an alternative, however, that rather than go 
back over the bridge, he would have one of the ferries meet 
us and take us right into the heart of town. So I went with 
the ambulance, and we found the ferry waiting for us. It took 
us right over into the heart of town, and we bypassed thereby 
the bridge. We made it through to the hospital, passing 
through a few of the groups of restless people; but even the 
hospital attendants were short-tempered with us. We deposited 
everything we had there at the Da Nang Provincial Hospital and 
our trip back was easy. I have stayed out of town completely . 
since then. 



Now a couple of nights ago we received 36 refugees from the 
principal city up north. Hue. These refugees are mostly 
missionary, a few U. S. AID personnel, some foreigners, and 
a professor of pediatrics at the medical school up at Hue. 

Among the 36 there were about 20 women and children, several 
babies, one baby being three weeks old. A plan was hastily 
devised where the women and the babies were housed in one 
barracks at Camp Tien Sha, which is at the base of Monkey 
Mountain. The men were housed in another one. I spent the 
first night with them with two of our corpsmen. We've had a 
corpsman with them ever since. The night that I was with the 
refugees was a completely quiet and uneventful night, at least 
on our side of the river. Over in Da Nang, however, it had 
been rumored that General Thi was back in town and that he 
was in charge of an army that was going to invade Da Nang. 

We heard also that Prime Minister Ky had sent soldiers up to 
Da Nang to fight off any of Thi's troops. With this informa- 
tion, Admiral Weschler elected then to split his staff into 
two parts - he and a group came over to stay at Camp Tien Sha 
with the refugees and leaving an equivalent half on the other 
side in the main building in town, which is known as the White 
Elephant. Well, this particular night then we kept in touch 
by radio with goings on in Da Nang. Actually, nothing happened 
although there were great potentials. The messages came over 
that the White Elephant building had been barracaded by the 
civilians on all sides, that General Thi did, in fact, have 
an army that was crossing the river and coming into Da Nang 
from back in the rice paddies, I presume, that everybody was 
armed. Nothing transpired, and the next morning the sun rose 
as normal. The admiral and his staff departed by boat and 
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went back to Da Nang. The city of Da Nang, however, is still 
off limits for military traffic. We are now allowed to send 
one man over by ferry each day to pick up mail and any other 
correspondence that we might need. 

With the many restrictions in the area, the hospital has been 
exceedingly quiet. We run about 130 patients. Very little 
work is being done by the civilians in the hospital, some have 
shown up at times and then while here found out that there 
might be a strike going on somewhere so they skip off. This 
has given us plenty of time to go to the beach and get in a 
little swimming. 

The refugees remain with us. I go down every morning to see 
them and see what we can do. Our corpsmen are looking out 
for them but actually they are a pretty self-sufficient lot. 
They have no means whatsoever for communicating with the 
State Department people in the area, and they certainly hope 
to get them over and visit with them soon. They have no 
phones. The Red Cross is locked up in town and not able to 
get over; but hope runs high with these people, and they feel 
certain they will be headed baeJe to Hue in the very near 
future . 

We're certainly located on the right side of the river for 
troubles like these since all ship unloading is done over on 
the east side of the Da Nang River. We can get our daily 
delivery of fuel for our generators. This is certainly a 
life giving or life saving item for us. We get food and 
supplies. We do not get much mail, however, because this 
comes by air generally, and the air strip is over on the other 
side. 

For the first two or three days of this week, we were on a 
reasonably tight security status and that meant that the CB’s 
were in their own bunkers in their own camps rather than over 
here working. They have come back, however, in the last day 
and have put pp a couple more quarters for our enlisted 
personnel. They are wiring the two wings of the MP unit. We 
have people living in these wings now, but they are without 
electricity. The CB's are also working on the front road, 
planning ultimately to asphalt it. They have been carefully 
grading it and putting in rock and pushing the rock down into 
the dirt and sand, and I think that once they get the final 
layer of gravel on, why they will be able to pour the asphalt. 
This then will serve, this front road that has been hard top, 
will serve as our chopper landing for the present until we 
get the regular ones built. 

Air conditioning as I may have mentioned earlier on this tape 
has come to a virtual stop, at least as far as the duct work 
goes; and this is because of the shortage of civilian help 
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'who have the contract and are doing the job. We have hed no 
luck yet on our second well. This is the fourth week of no 
luck yet. 

I think that probably we are in a position now to open up the 
second wing of the second ward and thereby house more patients. 
The low, however, this week has not seen a need for us to do 
this yet. Charlie Med will occasionally send over a few 
patients by. chopper but the bulk which they normally send to us 
by ambulance had been stopped; and I suspect that Charlie Med 
is sending these patients out to Clark Field* 

Before I forget it, for Dr. Stoecklein may the following 
message be passed. Dr. Pitlyk who is our one and only neuro- 
surgeon but is, in any group, a number one neuro-surgeon wants' 
to go to San Diego when he leaves here; and I think that's 
next December. He had either w.ritten to Dr. Stoecklein or 
talked to him about it before he came out. What he indicates 
to me is that he wants to be only where most of the business 
is. If there is a heavier neuro-surgical workload in some 
other spot like say in Portsmouth, Virginia, he'd be delighted 
to go there. 

On another subject, I've received more of the pictures that 
you all have sent and many thanks. I think that we probably 
have better than 50% of them now framed and hung. We need 
now merely more glass and some frames to complete the gallery. 

I received a call just a short while ago from Captain Wulfman 
who is the III MAP surgeon and over on the other side of the - 
river. He mentioned that Da Nang East is now scheduled, 
according to local intelligence, for one of the civilian 
demonstrations and parades; that if there are several hundred 
of these people coming over it may be that among them will be 
casualties of people falling into ditches or being hit by 
bottles or there might be wounds or whatever may result from 
large groups of people getting together; and it will, of 
course, be incumbent upon us then to take care of them. It 
will be interesting to see just exactly how this works because 
if we do receive from the group of demonstrators a large 
number of casualties, we will have to, of course, turn some 
of them over to the Provincial Hospital across the river in 
Da Nang where they belong. With road blocks as a possibility, 

I can see some trouble; but we've resolved our problems to 
date and with a little bit of luck I think we can continue. 

The buzzer just rang so I will secure now. Wish you all or 
hope you all had a happy Easter. It's over and out. 
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Today is Saturday, the 7th of May, and this 
anniversary of the victory of the Vietminh, 



the Viet Cong; over the French at Dien Bien 



is the 12th 
later to become 
Phu. 



3\ell, so far the first veck 
It had been rumored that v,e 
the first of May - May Day 
world unite, and the second 



of May has seen 
would be having 
the day that the 
of Mav when those 



us safely through, 
trouble around 
workers of the 
who could not 



unite on the first could come in later. At any rate, we 
observed both days and the rest of the week with caution 
and so far have survived. 



Ke have had a couple of incidents on the hospital compound. 
It's hard to say just what tlicy'rc related to. But about 
four or five or six days ago, early in the morning, a grenade 
was thrown into one of the bunkers on the perimeter of our 
compound over in the corner next to where the Buddhist temple 
is located. The only Marine in the bunker at that time was 
wounded in the leg; and this incidentally, is the fourth time 
he's been wounded. Four Purple Hearts is quite an accumula- 
tion. There seems to be a feeling that maybe there was more 
than meets the eye to all this and that it has even been 
suggested that maybe the grenade came from our side of the 
fence. But with nothing to prove one way or the other, why 
we're going to accept it as a combat injury. The injury, 
incidentally, to the Marine was not a real serious one; but 
he was wounded. 



Another item is that a bomb in the process of being con- 
structed was found in the area of our carpenter shop two or 
three days ago at noontime. It was obviously a handmade 
affair made out of pieces of pipe and things that are available 
around here. So the bomb and the three Vietnamese workers 
who were in the area were all taken across the street to where 
the Marines have interrogators. The three Vietnamese were 
returned to the compound with a clear bill of health and 
character; however, we have transferred them off our area. 

There was one more item which ;vas about to slip my m: id; and 
that is, as you know, there has been a good bit of conflict 
between Da Nang and Saigon and the Buddhists and the Catholics. 
About a week or so ago, the local Buddhist party, which is 
not partial to the Vietnamese government, shot and killed 
one of the natives of Da Nang. At the funeral, they shot one 
of the mourners. Well, the mourner was able to get to the 
Provincial Hospital and was kept alive by the efforts of the 
hospital staff, most of whom are Americans over here in the 
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Proiect Vietnam program. Well the senior doctor there felt 
•that this particular individual, the patient, was likely to 
be fired at again so he thought it would be best if he could 

transfer him over to us. And I suggested that he talk to the 

politicians, that the local political situation was such that 

if it looked like we should be getting into it, why then that 

was fine with me. Well, I received a phone call shortly 
thereafter saying to go ahead and pick the man up. So I went 
over in the ambulance to the Provincial Hospital in DaNang 
to pick, this individual up, but we got there too late. He 
had been kidnapped about twenty minutes before. Ostensibly, 
so 1 am told, he was sent to the Army hospital here in the 
area, the Duy Tan hospital. Well, the Army here is still 
under the influence of General Thl, v.’ho was deposed some 
time ago by Premier Ky ; and I would suspect that this parti- 
cular patient has completed his career an4 closed his diary. 

As I look back on it, it seems to me that all I've done over 
the months in dictating into this machine is to complain and 
wail. Well, for those die-hards who have not yet canceled 
their subscriptions, I would like to have another quick wail 
and this time to complain about tlie weather and the weatherman. 

Construction was moving along here at the hospital at a really 
beautiful rate during the period of the revolution when DaNang 
was closed, when the CB's had no other place to go, and we 
had the refugees. It seems like everytliing came over to our 
side of the fence and we got a lot of construction started 
and a lot completed. But then apparently peace in a sense 
has come to DaNang so the workers are going elsewhere, and 
our own personal construction is lagging. Well, for about 
the first tv.'o days of this iveek v\'e had terrible and violent 
wind and sand storms. . It was so bad that those working up 
on tops of buildings and putting in roofs and scaffolding and 
things had to secure; and those that \vere applying cement, it 
was so windy and dry and dusty they could not work so they 
secured. The sand storms filled huts and the buildings and 
our eyes and lungs and nasal passageways with sand, and this 
lasted for a couple of days then stopped. We had one nice 
day and then the rain started. This is an unusual time for 
rain, but it's been raining off and on now for the past 
twenty-four hours; and this has interfered with those who work 
on top of buildings and those who pour cement and all other 
workers. So for this week, it would appear that not much is 
being accomplished. Work has been renewed at its usual 
tropical pace. , 

Well, our census today was 179, which is certainly a new high 
for us. We have had a run on casualties, and a fair number 
of civilians have been in and out. The weekly Monday morning 
sick call in the village goes along uneventfully. The com- 
plaints as near as we can get them from the interpreter who 
goes with us focus around either diarrhea or a cough. 
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Last night all the generators at the south end of the compound 
that furnish light and electricity to the quarters conked out. 

We had five 30KW generators out there, and finally the last 
of them died. Late this afternoon we were able to get a 
little bit of electricity in this area when all of the five 
broken down generators were hauled away and a new lOOKW 
generator put in. 

General Westmoreland has givcri us his blessing on utilizing 
the personnel off the REPOSE when it goes back to Subic, and 
this includes the nurses. Since we will be housing the 
nurses in our third ward, I have asked that they come for 
just a week or ten days rather than the month that the ship 
will be in Subic. We can put them to work here, we can get 
their opinions, and find out how they will fit into an 
advance base component such as this, and then move on back 
and get back to work to finish up the ward. The helicopter 
pad is moving along well and should be ready for use I think 
by the end of the month. 

The Naval Support Activity is helping us tremendously with a 
lot of things that the CB's cannot do. It's not that they 
don't know how to do it, but their work is such that there 
are a lot of things they are not permitted to work on while 
they do more basic work here on the hospital site. We have 
a lot of civilians working hero, most of them are women, and 
they do the heavy work. The men are used as interpreters 
and have more dignified jobs. Child labor is no problem out 
here. We have a goodly number of young ones pushing cement 
wagons and digging, things of that sort. Also, when no one 
is looking, they, all of them, at one time or another during 
the day will sneak into the shower for a quick scrub and 
polish . 

The new Vietnamese general who has taken the place of General 
Thi is a very pleasant, young, scholarly and personable indi- 
vidual. Admiral Weschler had him over for dinner two or 
three nights ago; and Bill Adams and I went over to meet him. 

Some interesting figures that have come my way is that the 
final population of DaNang East will run something like 
15,000 people. So the programs call for a large water works 
and telephone system and electrical system. The Naval 
Support Activity, I suspect, will comprise about 50% of that 
group. 

I saw today orders on a medical officer who's coming out to 
the barracks at the APL. This will be a real blessing here 
as one of the APL's has moved on down to Chu Lai, which is 
40 or 50 miles south. We have a hospitalman chief aboard it 
who is qualified in the independent duty business, but in 
time as that place builds up, they will need a medical officer. 
They have two APL's up here in DaNang with a medical officer 
on one to cover both of the barracks ships. 

\ 
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Talking with Paul Engle last time I saw him it was thought 
' that v.'nat we needed in this area,- among other things, was an 
tar, nose, and throat specialist. Both Paul and I agree 
that probably if we can get a man of this sort, he should be 
here at the station liospital rather than aboard ship since 
a good part of his work is going to be outpatient work; and 
it's easier for outpatients to sec their doctor if he is 
la r. cl bciscv.1 rather than if he is floating around the ocean 
between UaNang and Chu Lai. I think, of course, that we should 
get a rai. i o 1 ogis.t out here because this place is growing, and 
radiologic opinion and authority is something we badly need. 

he sent off two of our officers and about 10 corpsmen yester- 
day on a 10-day R 5 R to Bangkok. This was a special trip. 
There is a ship that came in and picked up maybe 100 or 200 
R li R candidates. It will take two and one-half days to get 
to Bangkok. It will unload and leave the »people there for 
five days, pick them up and come back in another two and one- 
half days; and I think this is going to be a great system, 
and more people here will get a chance to take their rest and 
recuperation tour prior to the arrival of that ship. Only 
about 30 "o of those wlio arc out here for a year can get on an 
R R. ’..‘■til this ship and others that arc planned, we'll see 
SO^i or 75'i of those also take it. A lot of people don't 
want to, but a lot by the present system are unable to even 
though tacy would like to have had this privilege. 

One more item, I prepared an article for the U. S. MEDICINE 
and enclosed several photographs. Now some of these photo- 
graphs arc official U. S. Marine photographs; and I learned 
today that I should not have sent them but have rather 
requested t'nat the negatives be obtained from the headquarters 
of the Marine Corps and the pictures returned to me. A1 
Wilson tells me that these pictures belong in the division 
files or at least in the files of the medical battalion. So 
if the audio-visual people can photograph these pictures 
and then return theiu to me , I will return them to A1 Wilson. 

The pictures are labeled on the back Official Marine Corps 
Photograph Combat Information Bureau. Returning the pictures 
to me will allow me then to give them back to A1 and then he 
can be detached in about one more month with a clear record 
out here. I apologize for the mistake but many thanks for 
your help. 

I believe then this is it. It's now over and out. 
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This is Wednesday, the 1st of June, and for me it*s the '• v- • 

he,'’,inninf, of the last month. Renewed life lias appeared in 'i 

the faces of the old timers out here as they see reliefs 
come and tlieir shipmates depart for home. Yesterday', 

Commander Wilson had a chanRO of command at the medical ' 

* battalion witii Commander Vincent taking up. Last week Captain 
Arnold and Captain Ro'nrs traded places. We expect te see the 
new 3rd MAP surgeon. Captain Baker, within a week, sure; 

and then Captain Wulfman will be pulling out shortlV thereafter. 

•“ t * 

I share a feeling of gratitude with Commander Wilson for the 
return of ti)o pliotos of C’narlie Med, and the Naval Support 
Activity Public Information Officer also is grateful for his 
pictures, t'nose of the October attack on the hospital, that 
were sent back to us. 



Another item of appreciation to Captain Norris for sending 
all the data on the Surgeon General's symposium. I suspect 
that the heat out here has been quietly and subtly baking my 
brain, however, because I was able to identify only a very 
fcw.jj|f those in the picture. 

On anotiit'r vein I now have a blood relative out here with 
the Marinos and with one of their howitzer batteries over in 
the valley by Charlie Med. Looks to mo like a good place 
for t'nc heirs of tiie family fortune. At least a part of the 
family iS now reunited. 



We've received a few rounds of small arms fire one night 
last week - fire onto tlie hospital compound. Immediately to 
our south is a brand new CB unit, and I suspect that they 
inadvertently let go a few rounds at the shadows they saw 
during tiic r.ight. The Marines on our side of the fence were 
not particularly alarmed. But Marines to the south of us 
received several casualties from a fire fight in the heart of 
the Mar’olc Mountain complex about the same time. Down in 
this Marble Mountain complex tltere is an old beau geste type 
of fort that tiie Prenc'a erected many years ago. It's now 
occupied 'oy some of our Marines, and it would appear apparent- 
ly tiiat some snipers got into the area and stirred things up 
for a witi ie . 



We liav'e ti'*ree li-shaped wards open now for business. Only 
two are occupied, however, so the third one is being repainted; 
and it is available if needed. We estimate that if we're 
called upon to supply another 120 beds to the area, we can 
have this ward going within two hours easily. 




Corps, visited the hospital 
* i^thle officer in charRe of construction 



charRe 

hA fs up here to inauRurate a new con- 

There are now so many construc- 
area that the 30th Naval 
become overburdened with problems. 

^ to pick up the problems and 
, ^ Carr/ on from there . 

W-- 

dVe had ;i period of panic Monday niRht when it was found that 



jour water tank had lost two-t’nirds of its water. We were 
down to 40,000 Rallons and losing rapidly. Now the wells and 



the pumps were 
vriglit altlioug'u 
-^^how muc'a water 
*r .,noi50, and it 



cnccked, and they seenned to be pumping all 
there are no meters or gauges to indicate just 
is coming up tlie ]iipos. 'iiic pumps do make a 
may be uatcr and it iiiay i)o air. Th-e signifi- 






t cant 



w a s 



filled 



that tile tank had reportedly been completely 
last few i.ays, and this sudden drop suggested 
somewhere. All siiowcrs, scuttle butts and 




tni ng 

or the 
a massive leak 

spigots not vitally needed wore shut off; and then by climbing 
up on top of the water tank aiul looking into it, it was 
apparent the tank was actually filling up. So we reopened 
the showers, at least, or the old standard GI shower only. 

Now wiiat had happened is tliat tlie vvater tank indicator had 
been stuck at the full level for several days. So rather 
than pump water into the tank and have it overflow, one of 
the pumps was shut off. Actually all tliis time the water 
, level- was slowly dropping. The indicator has, as you might 
guess, bc.en repaired. Now early Tuesday morning it appeared 
that tiicre was, in addition, a major leak in one of our new 
pipelines that has recently been put in. It carries water to • 
the EM clul). As it appears now in retrospect by the Monday 
morning quarterbacks is tliat this pipe probably liad been 
leaking slowly into the sand, and it wasn't until early ; 

Tuesday iiornijig that it finally broke through the surface to. 
reveal itself. Everything now lias been repaired. 
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The Erevcr.ti 
weeks before 
been doing a 
planning to 
to t’ae hospi 
compound wii 
They are pre 
to dr aw into 
their labs w 
^machinery wi 



vc Medicine Unit which got out here a couple 
tiie advance jiarty at tlic hospital and which has 
tremendous job since they arrived are now 
move their gear, insofar as they are able, over 
tal area. Tlicir activity out on the hospital 
1 occupy four quonsets and one large butler hut, 
tty well spread out in this area, and they need 
a central spot some place where they can set up 
ith air conditioning, and they can set up their 
th concrete decks and go to work. 
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T]ie Xavr.l Medical Rcscarc'n Unit No. 2 people were due over 
here last montii. They have not yet arrives, and this may 
well be due to the civil unrest. Tiic building we have for 
them, however, is now ready to go. It's good quonset; has 
been tested. I think as many leaks as possible are out, and 
they have a concrete deck. We are now just waiting for their 
arrival. 
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as it nov; exists is il-.at every Thursday a message 
gor. VO tiie ■'tiu'i 1 abo r a tory . Yiicy are told how 
We will need. Tiioy then Send these up late 



e a i i y S t* n v-i n y o t n l . 
notified so ri'.at we will all then go down to the 
pick up our i'looii, and take it to our respective 
medical i)attaiion son(is lilood that they have 
o tiielr various C and C companies on Tuesday with 
on fligiit wiiic.i then economizes on the number of 
red by choppers, ar.d it fits things in rather 
e,i we pick up our l>lood, then, we will store it 
obabiy put it on tiic next chopper which should be 
ti'.in a few iiours going out to the REPOSE. 



When tiie blood arrives 



Emcrp.cncy sipyilios of i>looJ, of course, can be ordered at 
any vii.ie a.ui arrive w.v,irn a few hours from Saigon. The few 
liours are taken up prin.ariiy in trying to get a phone call 
tlu'ougi; ; but once tiic piiono call luis gotten through, the 
blood is promptly prut aboaru a plane and sent on up. 

I suppose wild', iiannibal pusiicci his elephants over the mountains 
of Itc.ly or w’i.orever it was, ti.cy must have had a good many 
rumors tiiere; and we’re not siiy on rumors over on this side. 

Ti'.c latest word, for instance, on the REPOSE is that she's 
goi.ng to leave us in about 4 or 5 days to go to Japan where 
faci^w.tie .1 for her repair are more readily available than at 
Subic. Once tlic sea pumps and all tiie other things are done 
and accomplished, she can come on down here and stay for a 
while. 
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;i:;rkal-)'iy Uickv both in- personnel 
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. 1 and patients. I'or the majority 
u: situation, and their h c h a v i o r 
I a I so no jtivon to the minor ity 
ns cxnerience and who calmed and 
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to say tiiat your senior medical 
’nut not as ruicli as he would 
the CAtent of damage these 
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i .it very much and believe 
ilt'r.s, i’or instance, lie 

bore, and so I need 
‘orv.ard to iiavinj; a visit 



t.tirscs out 



A'licn i rofuriu'd fnuu tarii.' \. 

was rii't by r aura in ilould V lO 
and vs l iio nui> ! ishor of tlu' 
Navy auspice?:;, iio was yallicr 
ii 'wsjwiyc r . Siuco ho w.is ;.o 
will no favor.ili!('. iio wa;; p. 
worl; of o’lr lu-'n-osu ryoon , I’oc 



lilood haiik. hi. on :io 



1 t 



ho ■•.'.'IS j»ro]u'rl'’ 
o r tin i o visit cd 
to all the poop 
iiintus in 
usual visits from 



our parade 



1 :iip res 0 (,i . 
o, uito at MMu;: 
0 froir. O'lio. 

o i t* * s t i 3; 
(lonoral W.i 1 t 



in, r.t :i.'. b;i to tlie plane, I 
ret ivo diity witliout pa/ 
lii ■ : ; -.ro Kxaminer." ijndcr 

fi i'.ar.d information for his 
r i-.o . , -.ponsors, 1 trust, 

■ . c o ; ;; r ! V' i n t ores t cd in tlvc 

• r i*;tlyk, aiid in the frozen 
itlioriM: tlso impression tliat 
;;t ;sar;r nip.iit Mr. Robert Taft 

• on 013 r various wards; spoke 

• -it:, ti.at cane a temporary 
i :-.;io<3 p.uosts I'xcept for the 



aiui /u 



It.iiral Weschler. 






Work on tlie place is cosvt i au i n.; to 
Our int ens i vo ca re un i t lias craue n i ony 
looks as if it will i>o roa.lv i-v .aliout 



pro'; ross satisfactorily, 
especially well and 
h<‘ first week of next 



month. Our water t;u3k is fvi 1 1 . One of the buildings hit in 
Saturd.'iy nij;i\t's .aff.iir wpis t :.c lumd , and we lost a few 
hundred gallons of water luit ).usnagod to close this off before 
this condition developed to any sc-rioiss extent. As Admiral 
Canad.'i knows, we still (save not ,’.ol a liolicopter pad; and 
it may he tliat we'll settle for iiaving tlvc streets in front 
of the office ’.%'herc tive helicopters currently land. We will 
need recessed 1 vglvt Lng if we settle for this compromise, 
howevo r . 



;v 






1 



Our exclvange is essentially strucn;rally completed and due 
to be iivovcd into nlioist August i. i'MO is scl’.edulcd to move 
over on 1 August, and we are, or will he, said to house tliem. 
In passiivg, on this poiivt 1 luif.iit mention that some more 
quonsets both for officers and for lucn .arc going to he needed; 
but tivat rcciuest is in, ami we trust it will l>c fulfilled. 

We have secured our water tank w'itiv a locked lid because of 
recent i iv form.a t i on of which you are prohalvly aware. 

Adiiviral Wcscivlor was out this mciriving awarding Purple Hearts, 
and wo ivad a ch.ancc to discuss with Ivim several security 
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., )'fr iQ/i^tM-usc \tcms nro: 

'^‘^'(\'i rccossf”! 'I r i’h r i hii ror'ujn* hi- ', a ;1 .\ nil i;ii|i spot j (2) radio 
coniic'i K i t ii ilu' hcio';, ft’ ru’.io cor, ! nc t w i tli our Marine" 
!U' t , ^■^lic)l v.'.is lo'-^ , i II ■ Mi t .a 1 1 y , diirinj’ this 



.•nt.ici;. .'lii'i 



an i n ; r r:n:- 



,:al i t o i'co’.a . Tins was a very'. 



I I'.i 1 m e (.iur i nc. 



lio ;i' t ,ir 



weoK our ii.arino ;;c'Cm r i ! ■.• lore'- ■, 
ni'o;i)(' to " 7> , ;inii tiii'' ■ ruvi-.i 
liUiikers aiui ,'i c t iia nil', ;!•' r:' . 

four to man ivuni. ra , 



1 we iu'ul to send runners"^ 
■••iM'. i'inally, just last-.V ' 

, ; .e'iicoil from !;omc 'ID-odd 
; ;M ' i' ennnyh to man tlic 
i;a;', !o use .six o 1* our hospital 
■ i:', 1 ,'is runners. Wo have 
i'.avc every hope that it will 






I'loct Of r ; es 
felt .a ren'iially warn v.u' i c o;:,i' . 
is si ! { in,’, tir-rc and later on i ' 
th(' m i c ro’phono . 



:v('M a; it', 



hv this time liad 



■ enuett )ias arrived and 
' h.iiii a clianco to have 




h'e Just n'ceivcti a ci i s;ia t cii tiini i'i‘. II, lloozstraal is to 
arrive here ! oPay from tiie I’i, i ! i a;’, i n.-s am! stay with us for 
ten days. Otiier tlian tiiat !u:",i;.ess concerns medical 

rc’sonrcli, wi' know no iiore. .src’ nuw trviny to find out 

what time ii i s plane wi I I ;iri ive ;.o that w'o can meet liim. Be 
assured we will offer ii i m eveiy coiiiTosy. 

I've ;;o't a yood hit of tape li ft, i<ut I really can't think 
of any niore relevant matters to e.iscuss, so I'll turn over to 
Paul i^ennett and see i-f he lia.i anytliiny to bring up. Best 
regards to you all. Doctor Spencer. 



Tliis is Lieutenant Commander Bennett S]icaking. I would like 
to say I had a real good trio ovc-v, tiiat is until such time 
as I hit C i ;i rk Air ihirce Base. ;\l'tc'r two interesting trips 
hack and fortli by inis from Clark to Sui> i c , 1 caught a Medlivac 
plane and arrived liere on ri.e plae.c. Tlie next evening, of 
course, was my oil icial w'clcwi.;'- to Vietna,i - the moVtar 
attack. We're still c. 1 can i r.”, up from this, and I think the 
puiilic v.'orks people will cort;mily i.o a y.ood job for us. 

Our heads vie re hack in o;-,erati on v/ i i h i n an hour, water leaks 
were pronpi ly repaired, and 1 tliink wc v/ill he in real good 
shape maintenance wise. Havin', been hero such a short time, 

1 cert.'jinlv 'nave no words of wisilom for anyone and with that 
1 will sign off. 



Doctor .S)iencer again. There are, of cours.', many other things 
of interest that have hajiiiened since I've been here, but I 






i;a\'f' !K’1 

To flH’ I 
wcl 1 a;; 

Ami now 



f" H ^ it IV !■' 'o ; :i • '< t;l'.or;p on tliis f)clt clue 

act tii.it Ailmir.'il Ca la-i i i;. . 1 ]y aware of them as 

information you ii.ivr i , :p i v'ea throuf;h normal channels 

.si);ninj: out. 
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17 August 1966 



I 



TRANSCRIPTION OF lUM MAGNAnHLT RECEIVEn FROM CAPTAIN JAMF.S 
SPI-NCHR, MC, IISN 



This is Doctor Spencer with the second edition of the "East . />. 

PaNang News" on Stinday morning, August 7th. 

First to bring you up to date on tliosc sccruity items that we i I 

found defective in our attack of July 23rd. Ilclo landing t ^ 

lights have been established, and we now have radio contact ■ . i fe 

with the helicopters and also with our Marine sccuritv_-nct . I 

A hospital intercom system consisting of 10 squawk boxes has < , ? 

been installed but was strtick by lightening and at the moment 

is out again. We are making arrangements to have an extra 

platoon of Marinos consisting of 43 men and 3 officers moved 

to our compound. They will be housed in hardback tents in, 

the vicinity of the present MP ward. ' ■ ^ ‘ .i. 

The initial meeting of the 1 Zone medical society got off and 1 

was a great success. This was held last Friday in our officers | 

club, and we had 63 in attendance. This was more than we [ 

expected, and somewhat taxed the facilities of our club. t 

Future planning is, at present, in the hands of ' the committee | 

but is considered probable that wo will, in the future, use •» f 

the new officers club in downtown PaNang which opened just f I 

this past week. The program \-;as presented by our Doctors 
Spence and Pitlyk and was well received. * 

On 23 Jiily our mass cas.ualtics facility was given a test by ! | 

the crashing of a C-117. We received 12 casualties, most of ; 
them major. Two were POA and one subsequently died. Given - ■ 

this circumstance, however, things went very smoothly. Our > 

hospital exchange opened as scheduled on Tuesday, Augiist 2nd. • . . 

It is much better arranged and now is running smoothly. 

REPOSE was in this past week, 6nd several of us got to visit ^ 

back and forth several times. As you know, they took most of. ... I 

tlic castialties of the Hastings Operation , and We received • J 

very few. I had lunch with I’aul Engle et a1 , and everyone / 4 

seemed to bo in good spirits. REPOSE is now in Chul.ai but .* ' 2 

scheduled to return to this area this afternoon. ‘ . 

Doctor lloozstraal of the NAMRII Unit in Cairo was with mo for 
. about 10 days, lie was about the easiest man to. entertain 
that I'ye seen. :All ho wanted was a jeep and driver and he 
took off to the boondocks looking for his pigs, lie seemed 
to be very happy with his findings, coming across several 
new species. I enjoyed having him very much. 







I’ntil Urnnrtt rind his crew hnvc made up a* Mice series o f 
I i d 11 1 II s a m i mcoc rriplied handout wh i cli sc rved ns a very . j 

I'rif'rinr, material . We jjave it an initial run-throupji for thc^iii' 
henefit of the Assistant Secretary of Hefense, Hr. Shirley '\% 

1 i sk . and his party. It ^ccincd to he very well received. ' ‘■ 

1 attended the MSC birthday party witli several of our people 
over at Ciiarlic Med. (Icneral Walt was there and pave a very 
pracious talk. The party was as usual of MSC parties, a good 
one . 

The monsoon season will he witli us in aliout a month or so, 
and we have many things that need to he repaired before that 
time. All of tliem have been properly reported to public works, 
and also Admiral Wcscliler is requiring a weekly situation 
report about monsoon prepar 1 1 i ons . We trust our leaky buildings 
and inadequate roads and inside heads, etc. will all lie ready 
for the rains when they come. About the chief problem that we * 
face at the moment is what i v i 1 1 amount to an acute shortage 
of corp smen unless it is co rr ected . I'll let Paul Bennett 
give tlic details, facts and figures, oh this point. Request 
for relief in this area has lieen i jiit through routine channels , 
and we hope to see some results soon. 

There is a good hit of fee linn locally, 1 think especially 
Admiral Wcscliler, for getting nurses out here . Admiral 
Canada knows tliat I'm not very enthusiastic either way about 
this; hut i f wo arc to get them, we've got to have some propet* 
quarters for them. At the request of public works, and I 
think as a result of the instigation of Admiral Weschlcr, we 
a re putting in for fi gubnset huts witli the idea of housing 
about 20 Nurse (’orps officers . This would provide them one 
hut for head and powder room facilities and one for a lounge. 
I've listed with Commander Kovacevich, chief nurse on the 
RF.POSli , and asked her advice aliout how many she thought we 
should have a very minimum of 1 f» i f we were going to have any . 
at all, and even this would not provide for RF(R or illness. 

She came up with an ideal fi.gure of 20. We would, of course, 
he,(|uite interested to know what has been decided, or in other 
words the current thinking at your level on this subject. I. 
have not meant to imply tliat 1 would not welcome nurses, 
although, of course, there will he some problems as a result 
of them. 

Last week General Dayan, former Commanding General of the 
Israeli Army, was a guest of General Walt, and I had him for 
about an hour here at the hospital, lie seemed most interested 
and was certainly most interesting. I'm going to put- on 




i’.iiil Brnnott now who will r. ' vf* some fac^^^ncl fiRurcs 

c n n c f' r n i »i r, our p end i n)» i<o"- s i h | c r orpsnen shbcttiPC. plus ,i n y 
oflK’f pe.irls tlmt may occur to him. I'll he Track on to sign 
nl r pins anything, else 1 can think of in the meantime. 

Sw if riling over now to Paul hennott. 



This is Paul h'^nnett spoak i ng . i'('lativo to our hospital 
corps.i'irn short. ige, we have ;in ,i 1 1 nv. a nee of ? 3 1 corpsmen. At 
tho present time we have • Petween now and the end 

of Ocfolicr, we have 3*1 corps’ uen e r<h-rei1 in. and 1 corpsmen 
ordered out. At all time*^ we h.ave t o fi T our allowance oT 731 

^ -ii r.ned to a ctivities outsi de tlie hosi iital proper ; t li a t i s > 

to tiie Preventive Medicine Unit, the Tien .Sha dispensary, 
ttie Wliite l.l('[diant, civic action program, Cliuhai, and Pliunai. 
hy the middle ol October our sliortage will he so acute tliat 
we mav well h.ivc to shift a few wards around in order to have 
adeciuatc coverage; pa rt i cu 1 a il v when it takes 11 corpsmen a 
day iust to cover our receiving section alone. 

We have two M.Sti officers v%'hn are very nervous, namely Joe 
Correll and Doug Henderson, inasmuch as they haven't their 
orders yet and hope to leave around Novem))cr. We're all 
looking forward to Frank Pruitt's arrival here. I understand 
he is in Okinawa now. The only real good news 1 have to 
report is we haven't heen mortared since last report. That's 
all for now, and 1*11 turn hack over to the Captain. 



Doctor Sfienccr again. Our officer personnel situation, that 
is to say the mod ical officers , has imn roved considerahlv 
d uring tile past week . We received four OMO types, earlier in 
the week, and y esterday Capt.ii n s henahan and Dinsmore reported 
Also with them is a f omiiiander *1 i 11s whose status is a hit 
uncertain. I unders t and he HT at present ordered to III MAP . 
hut Captain llaker feels he can ))ost he used here : and we are 
certainly glad to have him, I think there is something in the 
mill to liave him reassigned to us, and he will certainly he 
most welcome. 

I don't sec how Urucc Canaga did It - T don't seem to ho able 
to get to the point where this hell rings before I run out of 
anything that I tliink mig,ht he interesting to you. Once 
again, please let me know if there's information that you want 
atid I'm not covering. 

Finally, we arc still looking forward to a visit from Admiral 
Norris and hope that nothing' has liappened to shoot that down. 
Signing off for now. Doctor Spencer, 






14 September 1960 



^ TRANSCRIPTION OF IRM MAGNABFbT RFCniVnO FROM CAPTAIN JAMBS 
SIMiNCliR, MC, liSN 









Tills is Doctor Spencer witli tlie September 5tb edition of 
the "DaNang Bast News." 
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irst, regarding tlic nursing quarters, I have delayed tliis 
a little bit in hopes of getting a firm date upon wliicli we 
can anticipate they would bo ready for occupancy. I have 
been given a tentative date of 1 January. This is not final, 
however, due to >{^Jnanc ing , vdiich now is awaiting Admiral 
WcscliJer’s word as to wliothcr he wants us to go ahead with 
it. This is a very nicely designed complex of five quonset 

« s plus one smaller building for bead, powder room, and 
)wers. One but contains the lounge- and a small bar jilus 
)iiis for the two senior nurses. The otlior four contain six 
compartments each for the other Nurse Corps officers. I will 
propose, when and if T do got a firm date for occupancy, 
that we start, according to Admiral Canada's suggestion, 
rcfiLiesting nurses to start coming during January through 
about March to come to a total of about 20. I will be more 
specific as to numliers and dates as soon as I get this firm 
commi tment . 



Admiral Canada asked for a diagram and an aerial view 
(labeled) of our compound. We have a blueprint now ready to 
be put in the mail this afternoon. We liave bad photos made, 
but I expect it will be about another week before we can have 
them developed and choose the ones we want to send and have 
them |)roperly labeled. They will follow under separate 
cover . 



I am holding a letter from Admiral Canada that I have not 
answered yet and will include tying up the loose ends mentioned 
above when I answer it in the next few days. 

Regarding communications, we still liave no intcrliospital 
communication. We liave located our requisition, which is 
now in Japan; and we're trying to get it out and installed. 

We do liave communication with the Third Medical Battalion • 
(formerly Charlie Med). We do not yet have communications 
with ChuLai nor PhuBai, but progress is being made in this 
field. Vie do have communication now with our incoming 
helicopters, and this has been a great help. 

We've been having a little problem recently trying to keep 
our census down and still carry out our commitment. We are 
making a special effort this week to get our census down to 



wc arc coming along well on our new quarters for same. There 
is no use belaboring llic point, but we’re still rather short 
for corpsmen; but we Iiavc received assurance that an adequate 
number will be programmed in. 

That is about tlic Imrdcn of tlic nows. I might jvist mention 
that Major General White, a medical officer of the Air Force, 
visited us briefly late last month; and that Dr, Huggins 
of the frozen blood program arrived last Friday, and we are 
enjoying liis com]>any. He plans to leave for Hong Kong 
tomorrow. He gave a very good and well-attended talk, not 
only to our medical officers, but people from Charlie Med 
and Hr. Raker from III MAF and several other visitors yester- 
day afternoon in our officers' club. 

Our second I Corps Medical Society will meet in tlie downtown 
officers' club Wednesday morning at 1030 as scheduled, 
altliough there was some hesitancy on -tlic part of some of us 
as to liow secure we would ,l)e. Wo have been assured that the 
possibility of any danger is very remote, so as of tlic moment 
we are planning to go ahead witli it. 

Dr. Robinson was very grateful for tlie information in Admiral 
Caiwula's letter ami very pleased with \7hat it contained. 

bCHR I’.cnnett and I visited the facilities at ChuLai about two 
weeks ago. The word we have now is that NSA will have a 
in-bcd dispensary there in tlie future; and of course in 
connection with setting it up, I will plan to make another 
visit. Tlie same applies to PhuBai, I have had no further 
occasion to go up tliere since I road up with Admiral Canada. 

T believe that about -- Can you hear the helicopter just 
coming in? It was only one casualty but apparently a pretty 
bad one . 



We are just now recovering from about a 3-day water 
shortage occasioned by the failure of the pump on our best 
well. We have had superb cooperation from Pulilic Works 
Department; in fact. Captain Pinkerton, Public Works officer, 
was out a good part of yesterday and again last night. We 
have got tlic good well going again now and have turned the 
v/atcr back on. This causes us to become aware, however, 
just hov/ poor the other two wells are. Public Works has 
agreed to start soon to put us in another new well. If we 
expand much more, we may need a fifth one eventually. 

Finally, I believe I mentioned to someone either in a letter 
or on one of these belts that we would take steps to have 
our ENT man, who was ordered to us, transferred to the REPOSE. 
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I found that the RCPOSn already had one ordered, so we will 
accept him gladly. We already liave plans afoot for a new 
quonset hut, partly as an office and small oper.it ing room for 
him; the otlier part to bo used by the new ophthalmologist. 

Dr. Leonard. 

I believe that about takes care of it for now so will sign 
off for about another two weeks with best wishes to all, 
Doctor Spencer, 
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CAii'T H. C. Hunley 
Commanding Officer 

U.S. Naval Aerospace Medical Institute 
U.S. Naval Aviation Medical Canter 
i'ensacola, Florida 32512 

Gleve: 

We are in the process of taking positive action in requesting 
a substantial increase in high level (GS-14 to -16) allowances for 
use in meeting the staffing requirements of the Navy RDT6E field 
activity complex. 



While it is recognized that all assignments do not necessar- 
ily need to conform, we are desirous that certain areas critical 
to the future of the Navy receive increasing support. The areas 
so far selected for special emphasis are: 

a. Anti-Submarine Warfare 

b. Anti-Ballistic Missile and Penetration 

c. Limited War 

d. New Ships Concepts 

e. Deep Ocean Technology 

f. Advanced Concept Formulation 

g. Ship Silencing 

To assist us in an evaluation of total Navy requirements, we 
would appreciate an indication from you as to how you would assign 
any additional high level grade allowances, both by priority and 
area of interest, including those special areas listed above. Your 
previous high level requirements, submitted in response to ray re- 
quest of 6 April 1966, should provide a good base for these inputs. 
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An early reply is requested to enable us to go forward with 
a coordinated manpower program to meet Navy RDT&fi field activity 
needs . 



Sincerely yours, 



GERALD W. JOHNSON 



Copy to: 

NR!V 

nmmuu 

mHUJUI i!LU ' R KBli ■ RumJ w ltJW 
UMED (CAPT Joe Pollard) 
tWlLllJ 

CNO (OP-07) 
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Th i t) ib ptictor fipt*n«iRt' witb tb^ Monjwy, Optohpr SiHt pjitloil 
of the "DaNang East News." 



During the past week, our census has fluctuated rather widelyllT-' 
due to the fact that there for a few days we were taking a 'lUl - 
rather liirge number of casualties from the REPOSE. This was 
necessitated by the fact that the REPOSE needed to maintain 7/(<^ ' 
a fairly' large number of lied capability due to the fact that 
they were receiving evacuations from the action \ip near tlie 71^" 
DMZ. Ouf census reached a peak of 341, and this caused us 
to have to evacuate some people wlto would ordinarily have been7l 
able to return to duty within 30 days. We tried to keep this 
at a minimum; but if we had not sent some out, wc would have 
had our own capability completely obliterated. We have not 
had direct contact with REi’OSE, but Captain Baker of III MAF 
has; and since he talked with them, we have ceased to receive 
these large consignments from REPOSE. I do not know whetlier . 
this is because REPOSE is sending more of them directly out 
of country or because there is less action. T hope for tlie 
latter. Anyway, our census today is a more manageable 280. 



I'll now give a little rundown on items of general interest. 

On Monday, September 19th - I believe that was the date of 
my last report - we received orders to go into "condition 
red" about nine o'clock that evening. This was because of. 
an intelligence report that wc were lined up to. get a mortar 
attack and a ground attack that night. So we got our patients 
under the beds aftd spent an uncomfortable night in our fox- 
holes and bunkers, but happily nothing happened. I learned 
later that it was pretty definitely scheduled to happened 
but that some of our combined action companies were able to 
recognize some of the VC and abort the attack. I don't know 
any further details about how they did it, but I'm very 
grateful. Since then, things liave been very quiet in that 
department except, of course, we will occasionally hear 
sporadic, rather heavy firing over in the Marble Mountain area 
and south of there. 



On September the 20th we had several visitors. The first was 
the Episcopal bishop of Hawaii, Bishop Kennedy. He went 
around some of the wards with General Walt and presented some 
Purple Hearts. Eater the same day we were visited by Arthur 
Miller of Newsweek, lie stayed around an hour or so, and I 
hope we gave him material for a favorable report. On the 22nd 
we were briefly visited by a Major General Davis of the Marine 
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Tuesday, 18 October, a slightly delayed edition of 
t DaNang News.” If nothing remarkable happens, I 
'll make the next one about 6 November. The reason 
s is to phase it in with tlic fortnightly situation 
conference that we have at tlic White Elephant on 
econd Saturday. As a rule, nothing very important to 
ical Department occurs at these; but occasionally it 
nd when it docs, it is of fairly important nature 
plans for a new building and other pul) lie works and 
s to the hospital. 
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I believe it was shortly after my last report that we had a 
change in our guidelines for patient census. As you know, 
we liad a somewhat flexible rule of keeping about 401 of our 
beds available for contingencies. General Walt is very 
interested in keeping as many people as possible in country; 
therefore after a conference between him and Admiral Weschler, 
we were told in this regard of a numerical limit in this 
resiiect and to try to hold in country all those patients who 
might 1)0 al)le to return to duty witliin 30 days. This, of 
course, excepts those who are nearing the time of their 
rotation date anyway. As* a result of this new policy, we 
have been running a census of about 32S plus or minus IS 
for about the last couple of weeks. This presents no parti- 
cular strain to our medical officer staff with the exception 
of the orthopedic and anesthesia departments. We have still 
not received our nurse anestlietist nor heard anything more 
about him in the past several weeks. I have written to 
Captain Brown of our need for a permanent additional ortho- 
pcdLsi (we now have one on TAD to us^ from ChuLai) , but we 
have a very definite need for three. T atrdvoTdini’^qf f 
pending talking to Admiral Cowan before putting a request 
for this third orthopedist in through channels. 



Wo do have an acute shortage of corpsmen due to the fact 
that for reasons unknown to me wc have not received 5 wlio 
were due in August and 33 who were due last month. I am sure 
that there is some reasonable answer for this; but rather 
th.an niake an attempt to hold on to those )vho are due to 
rotate this month, we have obtained some temporary help in 
this department from Subic Bay. 

After some ten days of unseasonably clear, sunny, pleasant, 
dry weather I suppose we have the monsoons set in today, 
it has beer, raining buckets since this morning. Even so. 




Our water situation has been completely alleviated since my 
last report. Tlie fourth well is in, and now we can't use 
all the wells all the time. Or rather if we did use them, 
the ^^^a1er tank would run over. We have requested a second 
water tank to be situated at some distance from the present 
one so if anything liappened to either one we would not be 
dry. At the present time larger generators are being 
installed, and public works plans to leave the smaller ones 
for standby contingencies. 

We have felt rather close to the war these la^st several 
nights. Apparently plus or minus a regiment of VC's and 
NVN's got in somewhere south and southwest of Marble Mountain 
and at least some units were found operating within about 
four miles of us. There have been air raids on this outfit 
plus heavy artillery, and the siglit and sound of it has been 
very clear to us here on the compound. We have not felt a 
great deal of personal danger because we understand they do 
not liave any anti-A weapons that will shoot four miles, and 
there are a considerable number of Marines between us and 
them. There has been a lot of sound and fury down there, 
(however, but we understand that the situation is again under 
control . 

If I did not say it before, we are looking forward to Admiral 
Cowan's visit, which we have just heard will be next Sunday 
the 23rd. If any other of you would like to come out and 
see us, we would welcome you warmly but suggest you either 
wait until after the rains or bring your raincoat. That 
concludes this edition of the "East DaNang News." Doctor 
Spencer signing off. 



- 3 - 




